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The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 
Cities InitiativeCities Initiative

 Founded in 2003Founded in 2003
 ChairChair--St. Catharines St. Catharines 
Mayor McMullanMayor McMullan
 Vice Chair Vice Chair ––
Milwaukee Mayor BarrettMilwaukee Mayor Barrett
 Currently 80 members, and countingCurrently 80 members, and counting……
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Cities Initiative: StrategiesCities Initiative: Strategies

 A Municipal Seat at the TableA Municipal Seat at the Table
 Collaboration, Best PracticesCollaboration, Best Practices
 Local ImprovementsLocal Improvements
 Working with Governments to Working with Governments to 

improve public policyimprove public policy
 Communications and OutreachCommunications and Outreach
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PrioritiesPriorities

 Invasive SpeciesInvasive Species-- Chicago area waterway studyChicago area waterway study
 Better beaches and coastsBetter beaches and coasts
 Mayors Collaborative Five point planMayors Collaborative Five point plan
 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement/COAGreat Lakes Water Quality Agreement/COA
 Great Lakes Compact/AgreementGreat Lakes Compact/Agreement
 Green CiTTsGreen CiTTs-- stormwaterstormwater
 Water conservation frameworkWater conservation framework
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Investments Investments 
 Stimulus and infrastructure Stimulus and infrastructure 

investments have resulted in investments have resulted in 
improvements to many water and improvements to many water and 
wastewater facilitieswastewater facilities

 Examples: CSO separation in Examples: CSO separation in 
Hamilton, Toronto, Chatham etc.Hamilton, Toronto, Chatham etc.

 new stormwater facilities in Niagara, new stormwater facilities in Niagara, 
Windsor, Toronto etc.Windsor, Toronto etc.

 upgrades to WWTP in Kingston, upgrades to WWTP in Kingston, 
Nipigon, Red Rock, Cornwall, Owen Nipigon, Red Rock, Cornwall, Owen 
Sound, Halton, Windsor etc.Sound, Halton, Windsor etc.

 Still work to do!Still work to do!
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Nearshore successNearshore success
principlesprinciples

 Action orientedAction oriented
 Multi stakeholderMulti stakeholder
 IntegratedIntegrated
 FundedFunded
 Sense of urgencySense of urgency
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Nearshore frameworkNearshore framework
Support focus on nearshoreSupport focus on nearshore
Some suggestionsSome suggestions
 Monitoring/Assessment with Monitoring/Assessment with equalequal resourcesresources on actionon action
 MakeMake land land linklink
 RecogniseRecognise thatthat nearshorenearshore efforts efforts needneed new new partnerspartners--

municipalitiesmunicipalities etc.etc.
 LearnLearn fromfrom Lake Lake SimcoeSimcoe, , GreenbeltGreenbelt, Source water , Source water 

protection and US protection and US examplesexamples GLRI etc.GLRI etc.
 GovernanceGovernance
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Municipal NearshoreMunicipal Nearshore
ExamplesExamples

1. Land 1. Land basedbased –– Chatham Chatham 
KentKent

2. Water 2. Water basedbased-- AjaxAjax
3. Water and land 3. Water and land basedbased--

SouthernSouthern GeorgianGeorgian BayBay
CoastalCoastal InitiativeInitiative
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Chatham KentChatham Kent
SustainableSustainable ShorelinesShorelines StrategyStrategy
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Chatham KentChatham Kent

SustainableSustainable ShorelinesShorelines StrategyStrategy
130 km of 130 km of shorelineshoreline alongalong Lake Erie and Lake Lake Erie and Lake St.ClairSt.Clair, 170 km , 170 km 

alongalong riversrivers likelike ThamesThames

IntegratesIntegrates manymany componentscomponents-- tourismtourism, , urbanurban
design, design, naturalnatural environmentenvironment

Vision, goals and actions to guide Vision, goals and actions to guide developmentdevelopment
alongalong shorelineshoreline and and surroundingsurrounding landslands

ImplementedImplemented alsoalso throughthrough secondarysecondary plan plan 
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 Council Council approvedapproved
SustainableSustainable ShorelinesShorelines
StrategyStrategy and and SecondarySecondary
Plan in April 2011Plan in April 2011

 DevelopmentDevelopment of of 
shorelineshoreline landownerslandowners
guideguide
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Water Water basedbased-- AjaxAjax

 OngoingOngoing water water qualityquality surveyssurveys in Ajax Pickering in Ajax Pickering 
area by area by manymany partnerspartners

 15 km stretch of Lake Ontario has WWTP, 15 km stretch of Lake Ontario has WWTP, 
drinkingdrinking water water intakeintake, , coolingcooling water for water for nuclearnuclear
power plant, power plant, beachesbeaches and and recreationalrecreational usesuses

 Multi Multi yearyear studiesstudies, multiple , multiple agenciesagencies, , somesome withwith
innovativeinnovative sciencescience
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Nuisance and Toxic AlgaeNuisance and Toxic Algae

 Growing problem for Growing problem for 

many municipalitiesmany municipalities

 Large public reactionLarge public reaction

 Need coordinated strategyNeed coordinated strategy

 OPG costs $8 million/yrOPG costs $8 million/yr

 Municipal costs $10s million +Municipal costs $10s million +

Photo credit: Ministry of 
Environment
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Ajax Ajax 

 InnovationInnovation-- ExampleExample of of workingworking togethertogether to to 
coordinatecoordinate monitoring and actionsmonitoring and actions

 EstablishedEstablished thatthat DuffinsDuffins Creek Creek waswas source of source of E.coliE.coli
 Large Large levellevel of monitoring and of monitoring and modellingmodelling effort to effort to 

understandunderstand phosphorusphosphorus sourcesource--cladophoracladophora growthgrowth
relationshiprelationship

 DifficultyDifficulty in in translatingtranslating nearshore nearshore phosphorusphosphorus
monitoring and monitoring and modelingmodeling to 1) sources and 2) to 1) sources and 2) agreedagreed
uponupon management actionsmanagement actions
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Southern Georgian BaySouthern Georgian Bay
Coastal InitiativeCoastal Initiative
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For more informationFor more information……

 GLSLCI website: GLSLCI website: www.glslcities.orgwww.glslcities.org
 Conference Quebec City June 26Conference Quebec City June 26--28, 201228, 2012
 Contact GLSLCI:Contact GLSLCI:

Sarah Rang, Ontario Program Director  Sarah Rang, Ontario Program Director  
Office: 416Office: 416--427427--35353535

Email: srang@enveei.com Email: srang@enveei.com 
Nicola Crawhall, Deputy DirectorNicola Crawhall, Deputy Director

Office: 613Office: 613--232232--13361336
Email: nicola.crawhall@rogers.com Email: nicola.crawhall@rogers.com 
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Nearshore Nearshore «« spin spin wheelswheels »»
scenarioscenario
 Science Science assessmentassessment onlyonly
 EachEach agencyagency moves to moves to ownown drummerdrummer-- no no overarchingoverarching strategystrategy or or 

governancegovernance
 No new No new partnershipspartnerships
 NarrowNarrow focus on water focus on water qualityquality and and variabilityvariability
 No No linklink to land to land 
 No No linklink betweenbetween data, sources and levers for actiondata, sources and levers for action
 No application of No application of lessonslessons learntlearnt fromfrom Lake Lake 

SimcoeSimcoe//GreenbeltGreenbelt//otherother modelsmodels
 ExistingExisting LAMP structure LAMP structure usedused for for deliverydelivery
 LittleLittle or no new moneyor no new money
 No No sensesense of of urgencyurgency


