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Background & Legislative Framework

The Ontario Drinking Water Stewardship
Program (ODWSP) was established by the
Clean Water Act (CWA) and administered in
accordance with O. Reg 287/07.

The CWA set in place the framework and
requirements for the development of local
source protection plans to protect municipal
drinking water sources.

September 19, 2006: Ontario Premier
announced 4 years of committed funding for
ODWSP through to 2010-2011.
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Alignment of ODWSP with Source Protection
Planning

In the first three years, the ODWSP provided financial assistance to projects
that generally helped protect municipal drinking water sources from
activities in the vulnerable areas.

In 2010-11, the ODWSP re-aligned with the source protection planning
process, which was in the stage of assessment report development.

ODWSP shifted focus to fund projects to address significant drinking water
threats identified in local assessment reports.

Under the Early Response model, mirroring Early Actions, conservation
authorities will be administering funding at a local level.

In 2010-11 the ODWSP also provided over $500K to support municipalities
to purchase land around their municipal wellheads.
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Yielding Early Results

As Early Actions delivery is still
ongoing, an evaluation of the
results of this program has not
been undertaken.

To date, funding has been provided
to local conservation authorities for
projects to help protect 431
municipal residential drinking water
systems.*

The ministry has however begun to
receive anecdotal information from
conservation authorities highlighting
the potential impacts of Early
Actions under the ODWSP.
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Quinte Conservation received over $200K over three
years under the Early Actions module of the ODWSP.

Among other projects, the CA funded 24 septic
projects around Robin Lake.

Early results indicate a decline in E.coli levels at the
municipal drinking water intake since the projects were
completed
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The ODWSP funded numerous projects for on the ground work that helped protect
local municipal drinking water sources.
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Innovative Projects

- The ODWSP funded numerous innovative pilot and research projects for the
protection of drinking water sources or the development of universal tools that may

be applied to municipal drinking water source protection.

GRCA Optimization Study

» CA received funding for a pilot project to engage
supervisors and operators of 28 waste water
treatment plants to identify limiting factors in
producing high-quality effluent.

» Used results to put in place test processes at some
plants to optimize operations.

» Optimized waste water treatment performance has

resulted in financial savings for municipalities due to:

*Deferred capital investments
*Fewer bypasses

sImproved effluent quality

Grand River Watershed-wide
Wastewater Optimization
ilot Project
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Reaching Out

essexregionsourcewater.org
N »

DRINKING WATER
SOURCE PROTECTION

ACT FOR CLEAN WATER

Protection Area

REPORT
SPILLS
1-800-268-6060
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Addressing Threats by Reducing Areas of
Vulnerability

The ministry provided financial assistance to the municipalities of
Merickville-Wolford and North Grenville in Eastern Ontario to deepen the
well casings of 5 water production wells.

The results of the well casing extension will be to:

Decrease the vulnerability of the drinking water supply

Decrease the geographic extent of the areas classified as having high-
vulnerability

Decrease the number of significant threats to the municipal drinking
water source and

Decrease the number of properties that may be impacted by significant
threat policies in a source protection plan.
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Mississippi-Rideau
Source Protection Region
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Four Years In Retrospect

Over the last four years, the Ontario Drinking Water Stewardship
Program has been an important tool in the protection of municipal
drinking water sources in Ontario, ahead of source protection plans
being completed.

The Program has:

Over 2000 on-the-ground voluntary landowner projects to help protect drinking
water sources

Supported local and provincial education and outreach initiatives on drinking
water source protection

Funded research initiatives and innovative projects to support drinking water
source protection

Offered financial assistance to address approximately 3000 identified significant
drinking water threats, and

Supported municipalities to purchase land around their drinking water wells.
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Contacts and More Information

" DRINKING WATER
SOURCE PROTECTIQ

ACT FOR CLEAN WATER

Source Protection Programs Branch
sourceprotection@Ontario.ca
WWW.ontario.ca/cleanwater

Ontario Drinking Water Stewardship Program
Sourceprotectionfunding@Ontario.ca
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