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Water Ethics

“...moral questions have received

omparatively little attention in the
ision-making frameworks that
inate water policy and

® -Jeremy Schmidt



A Common Dilemma
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Presentation Outline

Water as a Commodity: Utilitarian Ethics

Water as a Human Right: Deontological

ond the Conflict: Charting the Roac




Part One: Water as a Commodity

Utilitarian Reflections

John Stuart Mill: 1806-1873



“Material” Realities
L //W o
pract 0 water
require
regular and pr
sufficient quality, a ssanltatlon to be

made available to everyone. Having a right to
water but no water is not a satisfactory
position.”

® -Jack Moss, “Water Ethics and Business”



fficiency, Water Markets and Wate
as Corporate Interest
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growing...valt
provide a way of doing this.”

=T.L. Anderson and D.R. Leal



Supporters suggest that
Water Markets can....

=T.L. Anderson and D.R. Leal i
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Taxation as a mea servation
Subsidies for the poor

Measuring through CBA the most efficient

manner of providing the greatest good for the
greatest number



Questions to ponder
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e By subsic
greatest good fc ‘number...and

nd justice in terms of
provision of clean water?

e Does commodification of water respect the
fact that water is a “special case” of
commons?



Part Two: Water as a Human Right
Deontological Ethics
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Immanuel Kant: 1724 -1804



Water Not in 1947 UN Universal
Declaration of Human Rights

Water is a
.4 human right:
" ' Actnow

Week of action July 21-28



Recently, “rights” to water recognized in:

on toxic

= mber Non-Aligned
Movement on the right to water for all

— General Comment Number 15 in 2003 by UN
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
recognizing right to water as a prerequisite to all

other human rights and “indispensable for leading a
life in dignity.”



United Nations General Assembly
26 July, 2010, Sixty-fourth sessior

essential fc

STAND UP FOR
THOSE WHO
CAN'T SIT DOWN



Why Water as a “Right?”

According to Barlow, Water Privatization has:

Failed to provide water to the poor;
ompromised the basic human right to wate
ypardized democratic principles;

aged foreign control of water,




.does not appear to lie in the ‘invisible hand” «

> market, in the profit motive and the law of







Some Related Questions
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Part Three

3eyond the Conflict:

arting the Road Ahec




Questions for Reflection

e Ca ne

rights langus
incentive?

e |f water is a commons, do we properly avoid
the tragedy of the commons by privatization?



\ Final Word from Maude Barlo







