
 

 

 

 

 

Program Overview: 

9:00am – 9:30am Arrival and Registration 
9:30am – 10:15am Welcome with Naomi Saunders (NVCA) and Jeff Monague, Beausoleil First Nation 
10:15am – 10:30am Morning Break (coffee and light refreshments provided) 
10:30am – 11:15am Session A Workshops 
11:15am – 12:00pm Nature Nasties – Ticks, West Nile Virus and Rabies 
12:00pm – 1:00pm Lunch and Networking (register for provided lunch) 
1:00pm – 2:00pm Session B Workshops 
2:00pm – 2:10pm Afternoon Break 
2:10pm – 3:10pm Session C Workshops 
3:10pm – 3:30pm Wrap Up, Evaluations, and Departure 

 

 

 



Program Agenda:  

Indoor Session  
Outdoor Session  
Indoor/Outdoor Session  

9:00am – 
9:30am Arrival and Registration 

9:30am – 
10:15am Welcome with Naomi Saunders (NVCA) and Jeff Monague, Beausoleil First Nation 

10:15am – 
10:30am Morning Break (coffee and light refreshments provided) 

10:30am – 
11:15am 

Session A Workshops  
Session A1: Sharing Hike  
 
We all have back-pocket games and activities 
that we love to use on nature hikes or when 
we have a few spare minutes during 
programming. Join us to play games, get 
outdoors, and share new ideas that you’re 
using in the field.  
 
Note: If you plan to share, please remember 
to bring the equipment or gear you need.  
 
Note: Please dress for the outdoors.  
 
 
 
 
 
With Denise Iszczuk (ABCA) and Dan 
Schneider (Halton CA) 

Session A2:  GREEN Education Partnership  
 
The Global Rivers Environmental Education 
Network (GREEN) is a year-long learning 
platform targeted at Grade 7 and 8 students. 
Incorporating all aspects of Environmental 
Inquiry (stewardship, inquiry-based learning, 
experiential learning and integrated learning), 
this program is designed to connect students 
with their local watershed and inspire 
environmental youth leadership. New to 
Canada, GREEN is sponsored by General 
Motors, supported by EarthForce, and 
delivered by local partners. Join us to learn 
about opportunities that exist to partner with a 
current program or expand this program into 
new communities across Ontario.  
 
With Brad Hertner (UTRCA) 

11:15am – 
12:00pm 

Nature Nasties – Lyme Disease, West Nile Virus, Rabies and their Vec tors  
Just like nature, Environmental Educators and Interpreters adapt to an ever-changing 
environment. Learn how people and animals are impacted by the ‘succession’ of the vectors 
through a ‘Tick Talk’ with wildlife pathologist and expert in wildlife disease and diagnosis, 
Douglas Campbell.  
 
With Doug Campbell (Guelph University) 

12:00pm – 
1:00pm Lunch and Networking (register for provided lunch) 

1:00pm – 
2:00pm 

Session B Workshops  
Session B2: Outdoor Education and 
Technology: More than just Selfies 
 
The idea of using digital technology outdoors 
continues to produce mixed feelings from 
outdoor educators. The spectrum seems to 
range between love and loathing, freedom 
and fear, or curiosity and curtailment. The 
challenge, of course, is in finding ways to use 
technology so that it enhances our programs 
and doesn’t take time away from the outdoor 
experiences we work so hard to encourage. 
In this session we will : 

•discuss  challenges and possible solutions 
to using technology 
•share ways in which we can incorporate 
technology 
•and give it a try ourselves! 
 

Note: This session will start indoors and then 
go outside.  
 
With Beth Stormont (Hamilton CA)  

Session B3: Campfire Sharing Circle  
 
While we can’t burn the place down with a real 
fire indoors, let’s gather around and share our 
favourite new programs, back-pocket games, 
and activities. Join us to share new ideas that 
you’re using in your programming and let’s 
reminisce about what has changed.   
 
Note: If you plan to share, please remember 
to bring the equipment or gear you need.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With Denise Iszczuk (ABCA) and Dan 
Schneider (Halton CA) 



 

 

 

 

  

2:00pm – 
2:10pm Afternoon Break 

2:10pm – 
3:10pm 

Session C Workshops  
Session C1: Barefoot Paths  
 
Barefoot Paths, a concept that has proven 
successful in Europe, is waiting to conquer 
Canada! Barefoot Paths are fun and 
interactive trails that benefit health and 
provide opportunity for an educational 
approach. This workshop will focus on the 
basic concept and ways of how to use 
Barefoot Paths with the general public without 
staff on site and K-12 targeted programming. 
We will explore low and high cost options and 
offer "feet-on" activities for you to try.  
 
 
Note: Please dress for the outdoors and be 
prepared to take your shoes off. This session 
may run indoors if it’s too cold.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With Manuel Spiller (CVC) 

Session C2: Enhancing Environmental 
Education Through Community 
 
Learn how CVC and EcoSpark have 
collaborated through a grant to help teachers 
layer hands-on citizen science, environmental 
education, and stewardship projects for their 
students.  
 
Learn how LSRCA, the Simcoe County 
District School Board, and the Simcoe 
Muskoka District Health Unit have partnered 
on a new Schoolscaping pilot to create school 
yards that increase opportunities for student 
engagement in richer, hands-on and 
experiential learning in naturalized outdoor 
environments.  
 
We will collectively share lessons learned 
from our first year, discuss benefits to 
students, teachers, and our own organizations 
through these unique partnerships. 
 
With Keren Bromberg (CVC), Nicole 
Hamley (LSRCA), and Kanchana 
Madulaarachchi (EcoSpark) 

3:10pm – 
3:30pm Wrap Up, Evaluations, and Departure 

6:00pm 
onward Offsite Dinner and Continued Networking (for those available)  



Presenter Biographies: 

Keren Bromberg is an environmental educator whose current work brings Credit River 
watershed students outdoors to tackle real environmental stewardship and restoration projects. 
Keren holds a masters in Environmental Studies and a Diploma in Environmental and 
Sustainability Education from York University, specializing in adult education. 

Nicole Hamley  is the Education Manager at Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
(LSRCA) and has over 15 years of experience in outdoor and environmental education with 
CA’s. Nicole holds a Bachelor’s of Science from Queen’s University and is an Ontario Certified 
Teacher. 

Brad Hertner is a Community Partnership Specialist with UTRCA for past 15 years. Brad works 
to facilitate community action on watershed issues, project planning & implementation, 
stewardship, and environmental education. 

Denise Iszczuk is a conservation educator with Ausable Bayfield Conservation (ABCA). She 
strives to connect youth with their natural world and to empower them toward environmental 
responsibility. Denise has a Bachelor’s of Science in Geography and Environmental Science 
and is a certified instructor for Canadian Wildlife Federation’s Project Wild.  

Kanchana Madulaarachchi is an Environmental Education Assistant at EcoSpark, working with 
schools throughout the GTA to introduce students to their local watersheds through hands-on 
environmental monitoring. Kanchana holds a Bachelor of Environmental Studies from the 
University of Waterloo. 

Jeff Monague is from Beausoleil First Nation and is the current Manager of Springwater 
Provincial Park.  Jeff is former Chief of the Beausoleil First Nation and is a language instructor 
at Georgian college. 

Naomi Saunders , Environmental Education Facilitator with Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 
Authority (NVCA) since 2004, is an Ontario Certified Teacher with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Environmental Studies: Education and Culture. Her teaching focus is creating opportunities for 
students to build connections with the natural world in a way that inspires intrigue and 
appreciation.  

Dan Schneider (AKA Dan the Nature Man) is a nature interpreter with Conservation Halton and 
also spent many years with the Grand River Conservation Authority.  A long-time contributor to 
the Watershed Interpreters Network and Rekindle the Sparks conferences, he looks forward to 
the learning and energy that each of these meetings brings. 

Beth Stormont is the Education Program Manager for the Hamilton Conservation Authority and 
never thought she would see the day when she would even consider using iPads as part of her 
regular outdoor programming. 

Manuel Spiller took some time to warm up to nature, but when he finally did, he wanted to 
make it his life. He eventually found a passion in Outdoor Education and attained the skills to 
help others find the inspiration to love nature as he did. 

 


