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Pollution Probe

• An established Canadian environmental 
NGO

• Celebrating our 38th year
• Based in Ontario with a National focus
• Achieve positive environmental change 

through The Probe Approach
• Main programme areas include;

– Water, Air, Climate Change, Energy
– Special initiatives, e.g., toxics (mercury)



Pollution Probe

Founded in 1969
Canadian NGO
Non-profit
Clear Scope

• Clean Water
• Clean Air
• Climate Change
• Toxic Chemicals
• Energy

“Probe Approach”
Partnerships
Research
Education
Advocacy
Practical 
Solutions
Results



Water Programme
Source Water Protection 
and Climate Change
National Water Policy
Enviroplace.ca - Ottawa-
Gatineau Watershed 
Data/Mapping Project
Net Gain
Primers
Great Lakes



The Story Begins

MANAGING SHARED 
WATERS

Towards Sustainable Transboundary
Coastal Ecosystems

June 23-28, 2002



Managing Shared Waters

• Progress is limited by:
– Lack of capacity to measure and understand
– Lack of support for appropriate public policy
– Lack of common goals, coordination
– Emergence of unilateral programs

• Need for a new, shared binational vision



The Hamilton Statement on 
Managing Shared Waters

• Priorities for Action 
– The Great Lakes Community should innovate 

on institutional arrangements and other 
mechanisms such as Round Tables and provide 
leadership in capacity building

– Maintain the momentum created by the 
conference through initiatives that bring people 
together to share experiences in managing 
shared waters



Great Lake Futures Roundtable

• Formed in 2003 – to address the need for better 
communication and coordination among GL and 
SL organizations and the need for a new, shared, 
binational vision

• Totally non-representative, non-accountable and 
politically incorrect!

• In 2003, 2004 Pollution Probe developed a series 
of 3 reports on the Review of the 1987 GLWQA



Meanwhile

• We may be dangerously close to a “Tipping 
Point” – Dec 2005

• The Charter Annex Agreement 
(GLSLRBSWRA) – Dec 2005 

• COA has a strong set of principles and a 
sustainability approach - 2007

• The GLWQA is overdue for a new approach 
for the new millennium

• There is no Canadian plan comparable to the 
U.S. Regional Collaboration Plan



Towards a Vision

• The old “react and cure” approach to GL protection 
has not been good enough to adequately protect GL 
water

• New interest in a binational sustainable development 
vision that includes environmental, economic and 
social goals

• The GL and SL need to be managed as a system, in 
the context of water policy nationally

• The economy of the combined GLSL region is huge



The Republic of the Great Lakes-Saint 
Lawrence Region (just joking!)

• The largest bilateral trade region in the world
• Second largest economy in the world (if 

include agro-industrial trade corridors); or,
• Third largest economy in the world 

$4.1Trillion GDP (2 Provinces and 8 States)
• 48.5 million jobs, 103 million people
• 20/100 of top ranked Universities 
• 1/5th of the worlds surface freshwater



A Vision and Mission Statement for the 
Great Lakes and The Saint Lawrence

VISION
The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River region is 

one where people, the environment, economy and 
cultures are healthy and thrive for generations to 

come.

MISSION
The people of the region will act as stewards to use 

and enjoy their natural treasures in ways that care 
for and improve them. 



Ontario Roundtable Consultations 

• Partnership with Gord Miller, the 
Environmental Commissioner of Ontario

• 5 Cities visited Nov 06-Jan 07 – 5 themes
– Water quality and ecological processes
– Water levels, use and consumption
– Government and institutional support
– Business and economic development
– Community health and well-being



Ontario Consultations

“Collectively, these comments and concerns point to an 
emerging Vision for the Great Lakes, one that is based on the 
recognition of the multiple, cumulative and changing stresses 
on the Lakes, one that is based on government commitment,  
accountability and sufficient financial resources, one that 
promotes citizen engagement and education, and ultimately 
one that is based on everyone, including individuals, 
businesses, municipalities, senior governments and First 
Nations, doing their part to protect the unique global asset for
which we have responsibility, the Great Lakes.”



GLSL Projects – the Walk

• Great Lakes Saint Lawrence Primer
• Ottawa – Gatineau Watershed Management 

Project
• Net Gain & Sustainability Planning
• Don River – from now on …
• Enviroplace



Conclusions 1

• There is a need for fresh bi-national vision for the 
GL-SL region; and one is emerging

• There is an opportunity to re-design the next round 
of COA to reflect this vision

• The public needs to be put back into the process 
and to re-connect with the Lakes

• Great Lakes governance needs a re-think
• The next GLWQA is a great opportunity to nest a 

water quality agreement in the context of a 
broader sustainability framework



Conclusions 2

• The GLSL need to be managed nationally in the 
context of a New Approach to Water Management

• The Clean Water Act and its focus on watersheds 
should make Ontario a leader in shared watershed 
management

• Governments should look at the GLSL region as a 
huge economic engine that must develop 
sustainably, working together with our 
neighbouring 8 GL States and Quebec

• The GLSL region needs a strategy for 
sustainability; beginning with energy and water



Thank You


