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Marina and Community

Before the Marina was built in the late 1980’s smaller boats were used to get 
back and forth.  The new car ferry was launched in 2003.  The marina was 
upgraded last winter with new docks.



Georgina Island Car 
Ferry
This boat moves people back 
and forth across the lake 
everyday until freeze-up, with 
trips running on the hour from 
the mainland and on the half 
hour from the Island.

The costs for members is $10.00 
roundtrip with a $200.00 pass, 
$35.00 roundtrip for cottagers, 
and they can buy a $640.00 
pass for a small saving.  



Georgina Island…



The Shores…

The shores are rocky on the east, west and north sides of the Island, and fairly 
weedy on the south.



The Island Docks with Sand 
Islands in the background.

We have Blue Heron and plenty of gulls and water fowl on the Island side.  The 
parking for boats and cars is mostly reserved for residents. 



Evening shot with  Sand Island 
and the park in the background

The Island is a beautiful place year-round and the residents are concerned that they are 
losing control of their greatest asset as more and more cottagers come to the Island to 
share the beauty.  We need to work together to preserve the lake and the Island eco-
system for the future.



Docking on the Mainland – this picture shows the end of the main 
dock at Virginia Beach.

This is the main dock at the Marina, but for many years the reserve residents used what is 
referred to as the Government dock.  There are a lot of funny and tragic stories about our 
interaction with mainland people and officials in those days.  



Georgina Island Marina and 
Restaurant, Gas Shack and 
docks…

The Marina Restaurant would have been built in the 1980’s as well and serves not only 
Island residents, but many of the locals who come for breakfast and to enjoy the lake 
view.  The Island has a viable docking and storage business at the Marina as well. 



Georgina Island Trails by 
White Buffalo
The Trails were established 
as a Tourist Draw to the 
Island.  They are open 
weekly from 9:00 to 4:00 
p.m.  
Unfortunately, they are not 
staffed on weekends and 
holidays. 



The Village set up on the trails…

The trails are a welcome respite from the television and take about two hours to cover.  
You can get lost, so better you request a guide if you chose to go out and explore.  There 
are discussions throughout the trail system to explain various highlights, such as the 
village site shown below.



Sumach
We have a pretty healthy ecosystem 
on Georgina Island that supports a 
wetland, 3 hard maple sugar bushes, 
39 species of hardwood, conifer and 
mixed wood, 400 species of 
wildflowers (flora), deer, coyote, 
raccoons, frogs, insects, and aquatic 
fowl, and 143 species of birds, 
including wild turkeys.
However, we must all be aware that 
the human element is overrunning 
the island eco-system. 



The flora is amazing and we have  an apiary about half way up on
the west side of the Island

We have been operating an Apiary on the Island for the past four years.  The bees 
have been actively pollinating the wildflowers and apple trees and ensuring a healthy 
harvest.



These are the bee hives that we have on the Island, we have had to bring in new bees 
since we had a very harsh winter last year. This year and last year the bees produced a 
little over 500 pounds of honey. We have been in  operation for 4 years. 
That honey will be sold at the Toronto Rogers Centre Pow Wow at the end of November.

Fields of hives… Beauty and utility in a land 
based economy…



Back of the Island…
One of the more fun challenges  is 
getting around the entire Island by 
vehicle.  There is a lot of shale on the 
north end and much of the road is 
under fairly deep water after most 
rainfalls.
It looks more challenging than it is, 
although I wouldn’t recommend 
anything other than a four-wheel 
drive vehicle for your journey.
The Island road is 12 miles around, 
with cottages as residents on 
approximately half, mostly, on the 
south end of the Island.



Resident’s home on the south 
end of the Island…

The Island members have lovely homes, and live here year round, travel is 
difficult during the Spring and the Fall.  We drive on the lake in winter…



The south end of the Island has more swamp 
and more weed beds which is great for fishing, 
the water is generally more calm on this end of 
the Island as well, and there is a heron nesting 
area.



One of the cottages  just built over last summer (2008) and on the very north 
end of the Island…

Many of the cottages being built today cost well over $300,000.00 and even Island 
homes have increased in size and value.



AAAHHH, the peace and joy of the summer 
sun and a place  of refuge…

Like the cottagers, we all like to enjoy the summer sun and the peace of spending quality time with our 
families, we are all not so very different, and it is increasingly important to bring that reality home.



Recreation  means different 
things to different people…

The cottagers love to use their noisy boats and jet 
skis, but it is a challenge for the Native residents to 
deal with the influx of new people and their toys, we 
ask that everyone please respect the quiet.



We are all in this 
together!
Remember, even the 
smallest things in life are 
important, your vision, your 
awareness, your love, and 
your support will keep 
everything around us healthy 
and contributing to the safety 
and security of each life.
Miigwetch!!!!


