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Sustainable Human 
Settlements…?



Case study: LakeOntario
Waterfront Trail

End-to-Enders Trail Hikes Children



“… I would have it accessible to people who can walk and
people who use a wheelchair, because they could do the
trail and enjoy it.  It's for everyone – children right up to
the elderly.”



The Draw of the water…

“I'd try to move it off the road as much as possible, and closer to 
the lake . . . I would say that the lake is very important.  If it's a 
waterfront trail, it has to be along the waterfront…”



The Value of the water: 
vista vs. lived experience



“The signage could be improved.
I'm used to the Bruce Trail where,
where once you've made a turn,
they give you a sign to let you
know that you're really going the
right way, and often it wasn't like
that.  I'd always have to check
my map.”



“…the brick part would
be for pedestrians, and
then they should have a
smooth part for the bikes.
You don't have to put a
sign saying "Bikes here –
walk there."  If your
surface tells you, then it's
already there.”



“Nature and cities should have an even amount
of buildings and parks so people can enjoy
different environments, so it’s a better place
to live and so people don’t move away.”

- Mohamed

“Nature in the cities should be like lots of people
walking in the streets and people bike riding
and skateboarding. The people running and not
a lot of cars so the atmosphere can be clean.”

- Julian



“They should have wildlife.
With birds, bees and natural
animals. I would like it to be
clean and have pure beauty.
I wish we could have a nice
walk in the park without the
pesticide and garbage. 
Fresh and nice.”

- Jade

“They should plant more trees
and a lot more benches for
people to sit and chill with
their friends and fountains
cause when you are really
thirsty you do need that
refreshment.”

- Alex P.



“Nature in cities should be clean.
The parks should be clean and
the water should be filtered so we
can drink water from the lake if
we are thirsty. The water smells
bad so they should clean it. There
are not lots of trees so they should
grow more trees.”

- Ali

“Nature in cities should be clean not
like what it’s now. Right now the water 
is polluted and there is garbage all
over the place. I also think that they
should clean up the polluted air too.
I think they clean up all those things
and that’s what I think nature in
cities should be.”

- Leigh



Some Conclusions….

• Recognize that what we say about 
sustainability may be different from 
what we actually do.

• Different loves and values often are 
hidden from view…



Some Conclusions….

To communicate the value of 
nature, we need to encourage 
embodied knowledge.



Some Conclusions….

Remember that our built spaces 
themselves serve as communication 
tools.



Some conclusions:

Value wildness….



Thank You


