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A non-profit organization made up of various 
agencies working together to create greater 
awareness and a coordinated effort to help 
stop the growing threat of invasive plant 
species.

Ontario Invasive Plant CouncilOntario Invasive Plant Council



Leading cause of species extinction and loss of biodiversity. 
Threaten endangered species and rare native plant communities 
and can alter landscapes.
Economic cost estimated at $2.2 billion annually.
Can cause serious health problems.
Displace native plants in parks and other urban settings.
Spread rapidly and easily when introduced to new areas making 
Invasive plant management a high priority.  
Cooperation of various agencies is key.

What is the problem?What is the problem?



OIPC OIPC -- How it all beganHow it all began……

• In April 2007, concerned individuals and organizational 
representatives met to develop a more effective response to 
Invasive plants.

• A commitment to form the Ontario Invasive Plant Council was 
made.

• An interim council was formed along with a draft framework for 
the council.  

• 2007 Annual General meeting. 



2007 AGM2007 AGM

Held in October 2007 and was entitled “Speaking with one 
Voice”.  

Speakers, framework discussions, working groups.

Main focus: feedback from the participants.

The feedback aided in finalizing the framework.

Photo: Ken Towle



Highlights from the frameworkHighlights from the framework



MissionMission

The Ontario Invasive Plant Council facilitates a 
coordinated and effective response to the threat of 
invasive plants by providing leadership, expertise 
and a forum to educate, motivate and empower 
organizations and citizens.



Promote the objectives of the Promote the objectives of the Invasive Alien Species Strategy for CanadaInvasive Alien Species Strategy for Canada
which include, prevention, early detection, rapid response and which include, prevention, early detection, rapid response and 
management.management.

Raise public and agency awareness about the spread and impact ofRaise public and agency awareness about the spread and impact of these these 
plants. plants. 

Coordinate responses to invasive plant issues in order to avoid Coordinate responses to invasive plant issues in order to avoid 
duplication of efforts and make efficient use of resources.duplication of efforts and make efficient use of resources.

Provide a forum to discuss issues and exchange informationProvide a forum to discuss issues and exchange information

Objectives of the CouncilObjectives of the Council



Promote and provide guidance for research and monitoring prioritPromote and provide guidance for research and monitoring priorities.ies.

Promote and facilitate development of early detection, rapid resPromote and facilitate development of early detection, rapid response ponse 
and risk assessment mechanisms.and risk assessment mechanisms.

Provide advisory and technical supportProvide advisory and technical support

Communicate and collaborate with other invasive species councilsCommunicate and collaborate with other invasive species councils..

Objectives of the CouncilObjectives of the Council



What has the OIPC been up to?What has the OIPC been up to?



Finalizations to the Council Framework.

Secure funding.
$40,000 from Environment Canada’s Invasive Alien 
Species Partnership Program. 
Donations from Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc, True 
North Specialty Products and Kestrel Forestry Consulting.
The funding provided to the council will be helpful in 
enabling the council to establish itself in the coming 
months.

What has the council been up to?What has the council been up to?



Conducted a Terrestrial Invasive Plant Species 
survey.

The survey was conducted online in September 2007, within 
the natural resources community.
Assessed the work conducted on Public outreach/education, 
monitoring, control and research. 
105 respondents representing a variety of agencies and 
organizations
Full survey results can be viewed at 
www.stewardshipcentre.ca and by clicking on survey results.

What has the council been up to?What has the council been up to?



Speaking against invasive plants:
Provided comment on the importance of herbicides to 

control invasive plants regarding the governments 
cosmetic pesticide ban. 

The council sends bi-monthly updates via email, 
these updates provide:

up to date information to do with invasive plants including 
websites, reports and information material, conferences, 
workshops and information sessions .
Provide a forum for the general membership to have their own 
information and requests posted.

What has the council been up to?What has the council been up to?



2008 AGM2008 AGM
November 5th 2008 at Horseshoe Resort in Barrie Ontario.  

Success with over 130 people in attendance 

Highlights:
15 speakers discussing invasive plants through a variety of topics 
during our 5 sessions that occurred.
Keynote speaker Gail Wallin discussed the successes and challenges she 
encountered while developing the Invasive plant Council of British 
Columbia.
Council update on recent activities as well as the changes made to the 
OIPC framework.
Early development of 3 working groups on Policy, Outreach and 
Research/ Control.
Attendees voting on their favorite logo from the logo contest.

Presentations are posted at  www.stewardshipcentre.on.ca follow the OIPC 
link.



OIPC MembersOIPC Members

32 Members!

Membership $10

Interested?!  rachel_gagnon@ofah.org



OIPC in the futureOIPC in the future



Develop Network of Expertise
Identify experts and their field of expertise

Education and Awareness
Consolidate factsheets, consistent messaging, 
show impact.

OIPC in the FutureOIPC in the Future



Website
Ontario based, discussion forum, reporting forum, 
council committee reports

Coordinated List of Invasive Plants
Set criteria for a list, prioritize list, linkage to 
other I.P lists

OIPC in the FutureOIPC in the Future



Assessing Impacts
Workshops with stakeholders, find gaps, translate to 
policy makers. 

Inventory of Products and Programs
What has been created and determine the gaps.

OIPC in the FutureOIPC in the Future



Fund Raising
Ensure Long term support

Strategic Response
Develop a coordinated response system

OIPC in the FutureOIPC in the Future



Interested in the 
OIPC?

Rachel Gagnon
Ontario Invasive Plant Council

Coordinator
705-748-6324 x 234

rachel_gagnon@ofah.org

Thank YouThank You


