


• Center for the Advancement of the 
Steady State Economy

• 501(c)(3) nonprofit established in 2004

• Mission: to advance the steady state 
economy, with stabilized population 
and consumption, as a policy goal with 
widespread public support.



• Seven “whereas” clauses.
• Nine “therefore” clauses.

• Designed especially to refute rhetoric that “there is 
no conflict between growing the economy and 
protecting the environment.”

• Calls for steady state economy.

• 4,300 signatories, 110 organizational 
endorsements (November 2009).



• Originated in 1998 with position proposed for The 
Wildlife Society by Brian Czech, based on work of 
Herman Daly.

• Broadened in 2003 and adopted by U.S. Society for 
Ecological Economics.

• Original “wildlife version” published by Czech and 
Daly in Wildlife Society Bulletin (2004).

• Most generalized version adopted by CASSE upon 
its inception in 2004.

• Availed for e-signing 5/1/2004.





1) Economic growth, as defined in standard economics 
textbooks, is an increase in the production and 
consumption of goods and services, and;  



2) Economic growth occurs when there is an increase 
in the multiplied product of population and per 
capita consumption, and;



3) The global economy grows as an integrated whole 
consisting of agricultural, extractive, manufacturing, 
and services sectors that require physical inputs 
and produce wastes, and;



4) Economic growth is often and generally indicated by 
increasing real gross domestic product (GDP) or 
real gross national product (GNP), and;



5)  Economic growth has been a primary, perennial 
goal of many societies and most governments, and; 



6)  Based upon established principles of physics and 
ecology, there is a limit to economic growth, and;



7)  There is increasing evidence that global economic 
growth is having negative effects on long-term 
ecological and economic welfare...



1)  There is a fundamental conflict between economic 
growth and environmental protection (for example, 
biodiversity conservation, clean air and water, 
atmospheric stability), and;



2)  There is a fundamental conflict between economic 
growth and the ecological services underpinning 
the human economy (for example, pollination, 
decomposition, climate regulation), and;



3)  Technological progress has had many positive and 
negative ecological and economic effects and may 
not be depended on to reconcile the conflict 
between economic growth and long-term ecological 
and economic welfare, and;



4)  Economic growth, as gauged by increasing GDP, is 
an increasingly dangerous and anachronistic goal, 
especially in wealthy nations with widespread 
affluence, and; 



5)  A steady state economy (that is, an economy with a 
relatively stable, mildly fluctuating product of 
population and per capita consumption) is a viable 
alternative to a growing economy and has become 
a more appropriate goal in large, wealthy 
economies, and;



6)  The long-run sustainability of a steady state 
economy requires its establishment at a size small 
enough to avoid the breaching of reduced 
ecological and economic capacity during expected 
or unexpected supply shocks such as droughts and 
energy shortages, and; 



7)  A steady state economy does not preclude 
economic development, a dynamic, qualitative 
process in which different technologies may be 
employed and the relative prominence of economic 
sectors may evolve, and;



8)  Upon establishing a steady state economy, it would 
be advisable for wealthy nations to assist other 
nations in moving from the goal of economic growth 
to the goal of a steady state economy, beginning 
with those nations currently enjoying high levels of 
per capita consumption, and;



9)  For many nations with widespread poverty, 
increasing per capita consumption (or, alternatively, 
more equitable distributions of wealth) remains an 
appropriate goal.



We are all familiar with the calls for economic 
growth, increasing GDP, and an ever higher Dow 
Jones.  But economic growth is just more and 
more “stuff,” plus evermore people to produce and 
consume it.  Too many people and too much stuff 
is causing more problems than it solves; pollution, 
resource shortages, congestion, etc… Yet our 
politicians, CEOs, and bankers call for economic 
growth as the answer to almost everything!  Let’s 
stop this dangerous nonsense.  Let’s call for a 
steady state economy with stabilized population, 
production, and consumption.  



• Education
• Commitment
• Information
• Credibility
• Publicity

• Collaboration
• Funding
• Empowerment
• Politics
• Policy



The CASSE position is a clear and concise 
introduction to the steady state economy as an 
alternative to economic growth.  For many 
signatories, the position is the first document 
encountered pertaining explicitly to the steady 
state economy. 



The formality of signing a position confirms the 
signatory’s agreement with the content.  By 
signing the position, the signatory is “taking sides.”
This engenders loyalty to the cause that may bear 
fruit in political choices and consumer behavior. 



The length of the signatory list helps CASSE (and 
others) ascertain the level of support for the 
steady state economy.  The list also reveals basic 
demographic features such as gender, nationality, 
and occupation, helping CASSE develop its 
strategy. 



Notable signatories such as top scientists and 
renowned commentators provide credibility and 
leverage. 



An endorsable position trumps a purely 
educational, informational website for getting the 
attention of the media.  Also, when a dignitary 
signs or an important NGO endorses the position, 
it provides an opportunity for issuing a press 
release. 



The signature list helps identify potential CASSE 
members, volunteers, and allies in general, 
including individuals and often (by association) 
organizations. 



The signature lost helps identify potential sources 
of funding. 



Many individuals and organizations are wary of 
taking a stand on economic growth.  This is 
especially important with NGOs that might 
otherwise develop educational campaigns on the 
topic.  A long list of CASSE signatories helps to 
assuage their concerns. 



With the exception of money, nothing speaks more 
loudly to politicians than signatures and 
organizational endorsements. 



Reforming economic policies toward sustainability 
requires clear articulation of the goal (i.e., steady 
state economy) and political support (see above). 



• Academia

• Non-governmental organizations

• Public

• Politicians, political parties

• Government



E.O. Wilson
David Suzuki
Gus Speth
Vandana Shiva
Chris Matthews
Richard Lamm
Others

Abhijit Banerjee
Herman Daly

Peter Victor
Joan Martinez-Alier
Roefie Hueting
Richard Douthwaite

Economists



Portfolio 21 Investments

Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility

Maryknoll Center for Global 
Concerns

Institute for Children's 
Environmental Health

Green Party of England and 
Wales

Others

Conservation Planning 
Institute

The Land Institute

Nature and Wildlife Nepal

National Center for 
Conservation Science 
and Policy

La Fundación Neotropica

Ecological 



When CASSE position has thousands of signatures
– Conservation NGOs (in progress)
– Professional, scientific societies (in progress)
– Top scientists, mayors, commentators (in progress)

Tens of thousands of signatures
– U.S. Council of Economic Advisors
– U.S. Chamber of Commerce
– Legislators and parliamentarians

Hundreds of thousands of signatures
– Presidential cabinets, ministers
– U.S. Federal Reserve Board
– World Bank leadership










