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Outline

1. Role of habitat targets in planning for 
multiple objectives

2. How Agriculture affects use of habitat 
targets

3. Philosophical issues raised by “Open 
Country” guidelines
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Observations on Targets in Multi-Objective Planning

• How Much Habitat is Enough has played a 
useful role in engaging discussion

• Planning accommodates a range of competing 
and often conflicting uses & objectives

• Provincial / regional land use context important
– Population growth a given that affects all land uses

• All habitat targets not achievable everywhere
– Strategic, adaptive approach needed

• Too ambitious targets may create conflict
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Projected Ontario Population Growth 2011-2036
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How Agriculture Affects Use of Habitat Targets

• Resources and uses are unevenly 
distributed across Ontario 
– Agriculture lands

• Each land use has needs for long-term
• Targets can be identified for other uses

– Farmland for local food example
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Prime Farmland Not Uniformly Spread Across Ontario
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Ontario’s Agricultural Resources

• Only 12 % of Ontario is Class 1-3 soils (prime 
agricultural land)

• >50% of Canada’s Class 1 soils
• Best climate in Canada for many agricultural products
• ~ 24 % of Canada’s farm revenues from 8% of farmland
• Great Diversity of Commodities–national importance

– > 70 % of Canada’s peach production
– > 98 % of Canada’s grape production for wines
– ~ 33 % of Canada’s dairy herd
– ~ 84 % of Canada’s soybean crop
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Places to Grow Food - Ontario Farmland Trust Study

• Estimated 3.2 million hectares of farmland to 
feed 2009 population of 13.2 million, or 0.25 
hectare per person

• In 2009, 3.3 million hectares in food production
• 2036 population would require 3.8 to 4.6 

million hectares
• 0.5 to 1.3 million hectares less than needed
• How To Balance Food and Habitat Targets?
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Philosophical Issues Raised by “Open Country”

• What is the time reference for guidelines?
– Pre-settlement landscape? 19th century?
– 1950s landscape? 2011 landscape?

• Do we want to take the landscape back in time?
• Forest succession has reduced “open country”
• Growing non-farm rural population like planting trees
• Conflicts between forest, “grassland” targets
• Agricultural and rural landscapes evolve over time due 

to socio-economic trends
– Changing demand for agricultural products

• Grain, oilseed, hay and pasture crops & livestock are 
distributed unevenly across Ontario
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Change in Farmland, Crop and Pasture Area
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