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 The Welcoming and Sharing Wampum Belt 

 

 The Wampum Belt solidified the understanding of 
several indigenous nations early in the 18th century 
for sustainable sharing of the land. 
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 Algonquin Law: Ginowaydaganuc 

Algonquin law, derived from the Creator, defines sacred responsibilities to 
others and to the earth. A key principle of Algonquin law is ginawaydaganuk. 
The traditional Algonquin worldview conceives of physical, emotional, 
mental, and spiritual connections to all of life and the life-givers, including 
the plants, animals, water, air, earth, and fire. Under Algonquin law, there is 
a collective and individual responsibility to honour these sacred gifts and 
ensure that they thrive. “Algonquin laws are based on that respect, and 
[Algonquin people] continue to abide by the principle of placing 
conservation, and respect for the natural world, ahead of human 
consumption.”5 It also requires respect for the needs of those to come and 
consideration of the effect of each act that we take upon the next seven 
generations. Rather than a reductionist approach, Algonquin law requires 
consideration of the cumulative impacts of actions on the entire web of life; 
this is how the Algonquin define sustainability. 
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 Forest Stewardship Council – Certification 
standards – Principle 3 
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 Values in Algonquin Forests include Birch Bark for 
canoes and baskets 

 Other values include willow for our sweat lodges, 
cedar for canoes, medicines and more 

 We are mindful of the connection of forests to the 
sacred elements including clean air and water and 
the relationship to fire 
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 A few ideas for the sharing of traditional knowledge 
and western science 

 Sharing requires an investment of time in learning 
both cultural foundations 

 Sharing may require a departure from demanding 
time frames that compromise the new sharing 
process 
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