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• Provide brief overview of Ontario’s approach to environmental protection, including an 

overview of Great Lakes agreements and policy 
 

• Discuss current and upcoming Great Lakes initiatives 
 
 

Purpose of Presentation  
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Ontario’s Approach to Environmental 
Protection 

• Ontario takes an ecosystem approach to environmental protection 
 

• Ontario takes a precautionary, science-based approach in its decision-making 
 

• Ministry of the Environment has 40 years of experience working in collaboration with First Nations 
organizations, communities, conservation authorities, Canada-U.S. agencies, municipal and 
federal governments and other partners 
 

• We recognize that First Nations peoples maintain a spiritual relationship with water and have a 
profound understanding of the environment that is intrinsic to their diverse cultural identities.  

 
• Ontario’s approach supports healthy communities, ecological protection and sustainable 

development for present and future generations 
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• Canada-U.S. Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement (GLWQA)   
 

• Canada and the U.S. signed an amended GLWQA on September 7, 2012  
 

• Canada-Ontario Agreement Respecting the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem (COA)   
 

• 2007 COA expired June 24, 2012; negotiations are underway on a new Canada-Ontario 
Agreement for the Great Lakes 

 
• Ontario’s Great Lakes protection initiatives:    
 

 
• Draft Ontario’s Great Lakes Strategy released for public comment on June 6, 2012 

− Provides a long term roadmap to coordinate a variety of Great Lakes protection and 
restoration activities, including the implementation of commitments of past and future 
Canada-Ontario Agreements 

 
• Great Lakes Guardians Community Fund 

− Objective is to encourage and support community projects to help protect and restore 
the ecological health of the Great Lakes 

− Over 400 applications received 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ontario Great Lakes Policy & 
Initiatives 
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The health of the Great Lakes has improved in some areas, while other areas have seen a decline.  
The causes are varied and require multi-government and multi-stakeholder solutions. 

Natural Heritage  
• Loss of critical habitat 
• Declining coastal health 
• More species at risk  
• Loss of natural and cultural heritage 

Beach Closures and Algae 
• Shorelines and waterfronts are 

being degraded 
• Beach closure postings 
• Filamentous (nuisance) algae 

(green slime) covering 
waterfronts 

• Massive blooms of potentially 
toxic blue-green algae 

    (Lake Erie) 
 

Invasive Species 
• Changes in the food-web, 

decline in fisheries 
• Clogged water intakes 
• More pathogens 
• Risk of new invaders: Asian 

carp 
 

Population Growth  
• Increased stormwater and 

wastewater, treatment not 
keeping pace 

• Loss of natural cover  
• More water use 

Harmful Pollutants  
• Chemicals of emerging 

concern (e.g. some flame 
retardants, pharmaceuticals) 

• Fish consumption 
restrictions 

• Reproductive/ immune 
impairment in some wildlife 

• Potential human health 
impacts 

 
Climate Change  
Could impact: 
• Lake levels 
• Water availability 
• Intensity of storms 
• Stressed infrastructure 
• Increased flooding 

Protecting the Great Lakes  
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Ontario’s Draft Great Lakes Strategy 
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Ontario’s Draft Great Lakes Strategy 

• Discussions to date have informed the development of Ontario’s Draft Great Lakes Strategy, which 
will also inform the negotiation of a new COA 

 
Ontario’s Draft Great Lakes Strategy: 
 
• Explains efforts to protect, conserve and restore the Great Lakes.  Includes: 

• Programs and partnerships on drinking water safety, habitat protection, water innovation, 
pollution clean-ups, invasive species and more 

 
• Uses ongoing Great Lakes protection work as foundation to map out:  

• Goals to guide future work  
• Proposals for action for each goal 
 

• Describes how Ontario may use a variety of policy tools including: 
• Provincial laws and programs 
• A new COA 
• Working in partnership with others 
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 Vision: Healthy Great Lakes for a stronger Ontario – Great Lakes that are 

drinkable, swimmable and fishable. 
 

• Ontario’s draft Great Lakes Strategy outlines future actions to achieve 
that vision through six Great Lakes goals: 

 

• Empowering communities 
• Protecting water 
• Improving wetlands, beaches and coastal areas 
• Protecting habitats and species 
• Enhancing understanding and adaptation – science related to 

existing and emerging stressors, such as climate change 
• Ensuring environmentally sustainable economic 

opportunities and innovation 
 
 

 
 

Ontario’s Vision: Great Lakes Protection 
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1. Empowering Communities 

• Individuals, communities and governments can all play a 
role in protecting the Great Lakes from the cumulative 
impacts of activities across the landscape 

 
• This goal also focuses on providing opportunities to enjoy, 

benefit from and connect with the Great Lakes 
 

Proposed focus for future Ontario action includes: 
 

• Developing a program to help fund small-scale local 
community actions 

• Creating  more opportunities for Great Lakes experiences 
to build a sense of connection with the Great Lakes 

• Strengthening and growing relationships through 
collaborative efforts with key Great Lakes partners 
including First Nations and Métis communities, 
municipalities, conservation groups, U.S. jurisdictions, and 
drinking water source protection partners.  

• Negotiating a new COA. 
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2. Protecting Water 

• A key priority in the draft Strategy is protecting the quality 
and quantity of Great Lakes water  

 
Proposed focus for future Ontario action includes: 

 
• Strengthening municipal water, wastewater and 

stormwater management, including collaboration on 
drinking water source protection and work with 
municipalities on stormwater and sewage bypasses 

• Managing rural non-point sources of nutrients with a 
potential focus on priority geographic areas 

• Improving water quantity management, e.g. Ontario’s 
commitments under the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 
River Basin Sustainable Water Resources Agreement 

• Protecting water quality, including support for local water 
protection actions, collaboration with the federal 
government (on harmful pollutants, algae/nutrients and 
nearshore protection), plus Ontario’s ongoing 
environmental standards, compliance and spills work 
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3. Improving Wetlands, Beaches, Coastal 
Areas 

• Wetlands, beaches, waterfronts and other coastal areas 
are important: they are where people meet the lakes, and 
are biologically important as well. These areas are also 
where pressures on the lakes are most evident. 
 

Proposed focus for future Ontario action includes: 
 

• Working with partners to enhance the enjoyment and 
protection of beaches 

• Supporting wetlands protection and restoration 
• Addressing other priority coastal areas including work with 

partners to develop a shared nearshore framework, 
promoting sustainable coastal recreation, and addressing 
key challenges in Areas of Concern 
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4. Protecting Habitats and Species 

• The draft Strategy supports biodiversity protection, 
restoration and conservation, and addresses 
invasive species.  
 

Proposed focus for future Ontario action includes: 
 

• Protecting habitats and species – including:  
• Improving habitat protection and restoration 

methods 
• Completing and implementing binational 

biodiversity conservation plans for each of 
Ontario’s four Great Lakes  

• Collaborating to support the establishment of 
the Lake Superior National Marine 
Conservation Area 

 
• Addressing invasive species – with a focus on:  

• Preventing new invaders 
• Detecting new invaders and responding 

rapidly 
• Managing and adapting to invaders that have 

become established 
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5. Enhancing Understanding and Adaptation 

• Science is the foundation for achieving each of the 
other goals of the draft Strategy 

 
• Science must consider past, present and future 

stresses, including building our understanding of 
climate change and supporting adaptation 
 
 

Proposed focus for future Ontario action includes: 
 

• Delivering needed science through research, 
collaboration and long-term monitoring, and the 
integration of different types of knowledge into 
decision making 

 
• Sharing and communicating science 
 
• Addressing climate change impacts and supporting 

adaptation 
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6. Environmentally Sustainable Economic 
Opportunities & Innovation 

• Ontario’s Goal is to enrich quality of life in Great Lakes 
and St. Lawrence River Basin communities through 
environmentally sustainable economic opportunities 

 
• Economic research shows that actions to keep the 

Great Lakes healthy can also bring a high economic 
return on investment 
 

Proposed focus for future Ontario action includes: 
 

• Supporting the development of innovative water 
technologies, services and practices 

 
• Promoting tourism and recreation opportunities 
 
• Ensuring environmentally sustainable resource use 
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Next Steps 

 
• Continue to work with stakeholders and First Nations 

organizations and communities on Great Lakes and 
water-related protection initiatives 
 

• Finalize Ontario’s Draft Great Lakes Strategy 
 

• Continue to inform Ontario’s negotiation of a new 
Canada-Ontario Agreement for the Great Lakes. 

 
• Continue ways to strengthen relationships with 

improved communications 
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Questions? 
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