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Keeping water clean and safe 
for people and ecosystems 

requires aligning our  
treatment of water with our 

values towards water  
 



Forum for Leadership on Water 
(FLOW) 

We believe all levels of government must work 
together as part of a  

Canada-wide water strategy   

 

www.FlowCanada.org 

www.ChangingTheFlow.ca 

 



We outlined a simple strategy… 

1. Enhance National Capacity for Freshwater Protection 

2. Respond to the Impacts of Climate Change and Energy Production 

3. Secure Safe Drinking Water for All Canadians 

4. Protect Aquatic Ecosystems and Aboriginal Water Rights 

5. Promote a Culture of Water Conservation 

6. Prevent Interjurisdictional Conflicts and Bulk Water Exports 

7. Develop World Class Science 

 



We outlined why we need change… 
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We told them that Canadians care… 

  84% Canadians are concerned about the 
declining state of the long-term supply and 
quality of Canada's freshwater  

  Canadians regard fresh water as the country's 
most important natural resource (61.6%) - even 
over oil & gas and forestry. 

 



But to no avail. 



Myth of Water Abundance 
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As far as 
the eye 
can see… 



Large scale solutions 
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Three 
Gorges Dam, 
China 



Disconnected systems 
perpetuate culture of waste 

 Disconnect between important concepts perpetuate the 
myth of abundance and a culture of water waste: 
 Water AND Economy 
 Water AND Energy 
 Water Use AND Infrastructure 
 Water Quality AND Quantity 
 Water SCIENCE AND Protection 
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What kind of Future  
do we want? 



Principals of a Water Ethic 

1. Reciprocity  

2. Water, life and spirit 

3. Inclusive, holistic thinking 
 

Ethical Water: Learning to Value what Matter’s Most 

By Robert W. Sandford and Merrell-Ann Phare 
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What’s next? 

 Stronger connection between water and 
other issues 

 Enhanced dialogue on water across 
Canada 

 Coordinated water governance and 
policy 
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Treat water according to 
how you value water 



Thank you 

www.flowcanada.org 

www.changingtheflow.ca 

nancy@flowcanada.org  

Pentland 2011 
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