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The Process
• Background study “Natural Heritage Strategy” 

was completed 2004 - 2010.
• Official Plan Amendment 42 was adopted by City 

Council on July 27, 2010
• Approved by the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing on February 22, 2011
• Subject to a number of appeals to the Ontario 

Municipal Board
• Approved by the OMB on June 4, 2014
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Natural Heritage Strategy
• Background study to the Official Plan update 
• Included: 

o Updating City’s natural heritage mapping and data 
(including ELC and other terrestrial studies)

o Identifying/developing criteria to support the 
identification of a Natural Heritage System (NHS) for the 
City.
 Included identifying/defining “locally significant” 

components of the NHS

• Formed the basis for the development of the 
policies
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Policy Philosophy 
• Establishes a commitment for the City to take 

environment first approach for it’s NHS
• Establishes a broad range of objectives including:

o Implementing a systems based approach; 
o Balance protection and enhancement of NHS and 

accommodating built environment/ urbanization;
o Recognising that the NHS contributes to important 

ecosystem services that benefit current and future 
generations; and,

o Identifying opportunities to mitigate impacts to the 
Natural Heritage System through ongoing stewardship, 
monitoring and ecological management
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Protecting the Paris Galt Moraine
• City of Guelph is partially located on the Paris Galt 

Moraine
• In 2009 Province completed a review of the 

Waterloo and Paris Galt Moraines in response to 
requests for additional moraine protection for these 
features 

• Review concluded that additional legislation was not 
required for moraine protection – adequate tools 
exist in exiting policies and legislation
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Significant Landform

• City identified significant landform as a stand alone 
natural heritage feature forming part of the Natural 
Heritage System

• Focus on protecting “Significant Portions” of the 
Paris Galt Moraine in Guelph

• Based on several criteria:
o Hummocky Topography
o Maintaining linear continuity of the Moraine 
o Protecting important environmental services

• Locations can be refined but no net loss of area 
applies
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Ecological Linkages: Mapping
• Identified to function with and build on PGM 

linearity to provide a connected NHS

• Are a component of SWH (but have their own 
policies and are mapped separately)

• Includes connections that may function at 
multiple scales (local to landscape)

• Mapped at 100 m in width except in areas where 
reduced widths had already been approved
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Ecological Linkages: Policies
• Ecological Linkages can be modified through 

further study (sub watershed studies/ EISs)

• Location, configuration and width can all be 
examined

• Modification proposals must
• Design Linkage based on current conservation biology
• Maintain or enhance functionality and connectivity 

between Significant Natural Area and/or Habitat for 
Significant Species

• Additional tests if proposal would reduce width of 
Linkage below 50m
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Wildlife Crossings: Mapping

• Intended to assist in minimizing and mitigating 
impacts to wildlife (e.g. amphibians), property 
damage and threats to human safety (i.e. deer 
collisions) where wildlife are known or likely to 
cross roadways

• Not all possible crossings are mapped - only those 
where there was information available
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Wildlife Crossings: Policies
• Requires development and City projects to design 

and implement species appropriate mitigation to 
minimize impacts

• Requires the City to use signage to proactively 
warn traffic of potential wildlife movement

• Requires the City to develop road ecology 
guidelines/standards to facilitate mitigating 
impacts
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Ecological Monitoring
Development of a city wide environmental monitoring 
program to:

• Assess the effectiveness of the policies, decisions and programs
• Inform whether the objectives of the Natural Heritage System 

and the Urban Forest are being met
• Collaborate with other agencies and partners 

Short-term and/ or site–specific monitoring required as part 
of development will be integrated into the City-wide 
monitoring program, where applicable. 
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Questions ?


