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The purpose of the 
Clean Water Act

is to protect
existing and future

sources of drinking water
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• Prevention: safeguarding drinking water for the health of 
our communities

• Multi-barrier: source protection is the first barrier in the 
drinking water safety net and focuses on preventing 
contaminants from entering the drinking water system

• Shared responsibility: locally driven, collaborative 
planning process in partnership with multiple 
stakeholders

Recap: Principles of Source Protection



Key Players
• Source Protection 

Authorities (SPAs)–
Conservation 
Authorities (CAs)

• Initiate source protection 
planning process

• Chair nomination

• SPC member selection

• Staff provide SPC 
administrative and 
technical support

• Coordinate preparation of  
Terms of Reference, 
Assessment Report, 
Source Protection Plan to 
avoid conflicts across 
Region

• Issues Management

• Annually report to the 
Province on the progress 
of implementation of 
approved plans

Municipal

Other: 
ENGO, Public 
Health Public, 

etc.

Agricultural, 
Commercial / 

Industrial / Small 
Business

SPC – multi-stakeholder, local, 
oversees SP planning

Source Protection 
Committee (SPC)

• Facilitate source 
protection planning 
process

• Prepare Terms of 
Reference, 
Assessment Report, 
Source Protection 
Plan 

• Responsible for 
ensuring public 
consultation

• Size: 10, 16, or 22 
(including chair), plus 
First Nations 
representatives on 
some committees
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Key Players

Municipalities

• Participate in the development of the Terms of Reference, Assessment Report and Source 
Protection Plan 

• Implement source protection plan policies including  risk management plans

Province

• Develop guidance on Clean Water Act and regulations

• Provide funding for source protection planning

• Provide approvals of the Terms of Reference, Assessment Report and Source Protection 
Plan 

• Implement source protection plan policies related to provincial instruments (e.g. 
environmental compliance approvals, permits to take water)

• Provides guidance; data/information collection and tools; provincial instrument amendments 
and compliance as required by the source protection plan policies

• Enforcement in unorganized territory

• Annually report on the progress of the implementation of  approved source protection plans5
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Overview: Source Protection Process

Identify

Year 1-2
Assessment report: 

evaluate watershed 
vulnerability and 
threats to drinking 
water

(2006-2010)

Plan

Year 3-5
Source Protection 

Committees 
prepare source 
protection plan: 
policies to 
address 
significant 
threats to 
drinking water

(2010-2012)

Implement & 
Monitor

Year 5+
Implement approved 

source protection 
plans

Monitor and Report
Review plan

(2013 & beyond)
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38 source protection areas (CAs*)
19 source protection regions and committees

Scope:  Source Protection Areas and Regions



Industrial

15 – handling and storage of fuel

16 – handling and storage of dense non-
aqueous phase liquids

17 – handling and storage of an organic solvent 

Agriculture

1 – waste disposal

2 – sewage

12 – application of road salt
13 – handling and storage of road salt

14 – storage of snow

18 – chemicals used in the de-icing of aircraft

Water Quantity

19 – consumptive water taking 

20 – activity that reduces the recharge of an 
aquifer

Clean Water Act (General Regulation 287/07)

3 – application of agricultural source material
4 – storage of agricultural source material 
5 – management of agricultural source material

6 – application of non-agricultural source material 
7 – handling and storage of non-agricultural source 
material 

8 – application of commercial fertilizer
9 – handling and storage of commercial fertilizer

10 – application of pesticide 
11 – handling and storage of pesticide

21 – livestock grazing

Local threats (Director Approved)
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Prescribed Drinking Water Threats



Source Protection Plans
• All source protection plans for the 19 source protection areas and regions were 

developed by the source protection committees, and submitted to the Minister of the 
Environment and Climate Change by early 2013, for approval.

• The plans contain a range of policies that address existing and future threats to 
drinking water sources, and include various implementing bodies.

• Policies that address significant drinking water threats in vulnerable areas, are 
required to be implemented. The policies can range in approaches, such as:

• education and outreach, land use planning, provincial instruments (i.e. permits, 
licences and approvals), risk management plans, and prohibition.

• 10 plans have been approved by the Minister to-date.

9



10

Preparing for Implementation



Preparing for Implementation

• Local leadership continues to play a key role in 
protecting drinking water sources across Ontario.

• Ontario remains committed to working with local 
partners to help ensure that plans address activities 
that can be a risk to sources of drinking water, and 
that policies can be implemented effectively.
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Preparing for Implementation

• The plans contain policies that would be implemented by:

• The Province is implementing a multi-pronged approach to 
supporting efforts by program partners in preparing for the 
implementation of source protection plans.
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municipalities 

(57%)

Crown ministries 

(31%)

conservation authorities 

(9%)

Other: 
includes federal 

government agencies

(3%)



Provincial Support for Plan Implementation

Education and Outreach Resource Catalogue

• Introduced to support municipalities and other implementing bodies, to provide 
consistent language on developing materials required under policies.

• First 5 Education and Outreach Catalogue Resource Tools launched:
– General Source Water Protection Messages
– Hazardous Liquids
– Road Salt/Snow Storage
– On-site Sewage (Septic) Systems; and 
– Agriculture, Nutrients and Pesticides

• Available through Conservation Ontario’s website
• Community of Practice to support implementing bodies established ~ 70 

participants.
• Campaign in a Box with education and outreach tools (e.g. social media strategies 

and infographics)  - Target date: end of year.
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Provincial Support for Plan Implementation

Source Protection Municipal Implementation Fund 
• $13.5 million over a three-year period, to help small, 

rural municipalities implement source protection plans. 
Launched November 2013.

• 188 municipalities are being funded for grants ranging 
from $18,000 to $100,000, with additional collaboration 
incentive of up to $15,000.
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Provincial Support for Plan Implementation

Risk Management Officials and Inspector Training

• Risk Management Officials and Inspectors are being appointed by 
municipalities, and will be responsible to implement some of the 
policies set out in approved source protection plans. 

• Since spring 2011, the ministry has provided Risk Management 
Officials and Inspector training.  This training is offered twice a year.

• To date, over 190 Risk Management Officials and Inspectors 
successfully completed the ministry-approved training course. 
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Risk Management Official Forum

• An electronic Community of Practice 
supporting Risk Management Officials and 
Inspectors that provides access to provincial 
information related to Source Protection 
including Qs and As, fact sheets and guides.

• To date, over 100 members have joined 
representing over 100 municipalities.

• Over 200 visits a 
week.

• Compliments required 
training.
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Source Protection Integrated Mapping Tool
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Tool launched internally to the
Crown supporting the 
Province’s responsibilities in 
implementing policies.

Access through ministry’s
Intranet.

Supporting other program 
areas in the ministry.

Plans underway to launch
Publicly.



Source Protection Signage Program

• Over half of the source protection plans call for road signs to identify 
drinking water protection zones along highways.

• Signs will help brand the source protection program and increase 
awareness.

• The Province is working on an Education and Outreach strategy to 
support the signage program. 
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Ongoing Support from Conservation Authorities and 
Conservation Ontario

• Continue to promote source protection through local leadership.

• Continue presence on local internet sites.

• Provide guidance to municipal partners on utilizing the Education and 
Outreach Resource Catalogue and Compendium of Implementation 
Resource Guides to support source protection plan implementation.

• Continue use of social media to broadcast source protection messaging.

• Continue to work with the ministry to receive technical review on the 
development of  guidance, resources and public education and outreach 
material.
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Ongoing Source Protection Program Promotion

• As plans are approved, media outreach will continue both locally 
and provincially as the ministry posts news releases with 
supporting messages from the Minister and Chairs. 

• Increased usage of social media to broadcast source protection 
messaging

• Re-tweeting through Conservation Ontario and Conservation 
Authorities driving the message home to larger audiences.
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Ongoing Source Protection Program Promotion

ONTARIO.CA:
• Program information and news updates will continue to be made 

available through Ontario.ca
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Next Steps

• Complete review of the remaining source protection plans.

• Continue to prepare for plan implementation and support local 
implementation efforts.

• Following the approval of plans, the Minister will release annual 
reports to the public reporting on the status of implementation.
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