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Coordinated Plan Review

• The review of the Niagara Escarpment Plan (NEP)(MNRF) is to 
take place at the same time as the Greenbelt Plan (GBP)(MMAH) 
and Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (ORMCP)(MMAH), 
which are both with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 
(Legislated review to begin in 2015) 

• The Niagara Escarpment Commission, as the implementing body 
for the NEP, also has a legislated role in the NEP review.

• The coordinated review will also include the Growth Plan for the
Greater Golden Horseshoe as it covers a similar geography and 
similar planning issues.
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Greenbelt Plan
Lead Ministry MMAH

•The GBP identifies where urbanization should not occur in order to provide 
permanent protection to the agricultural land base, natural heritage systems 
and ecological features and functions. 

•The GBP builds upon the existing policy framework established in the 
Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) issued under section 3 of the Planning Act

•The Greenbelt Plan includes the lands within the Niagara Escarpment Plan 
and the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.

•Section 7 of the Greenbelt Act requires municipal and other decisions under 
the Planning Act or the Condominium Act, 1998, to conform to the policies in 
the Greenbelt Plan. Section 9 of the Greenbelt Act requires municipalities to 
amend their official plan(s) to conform to the Greenbelt Plan.
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Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan
Lead Ministry MMAH

•The ORMCP is an ecologically based plan established to provide land use 
and resource management direction for the 190,000 hectares of land and 
water within the Moraine. 

•Decisions made under the Planning Act or the Condominium Act, or in 
relation to a prescribed matter, are required to conform with this Plan.

•Municipalities are responsible for implementing the ORMCP through their 
official plans and when making decisions on development applications.

•Municipal plans are required to be brought into conformity with this Plan. 
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The Growth Plan
Lead Ministry MMAH

• Places to Grow Act provided a framework for the government to designate 
a geographic area as a growth area and develop a growth plan.

• Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe was the first plan to be 
developed under the Places To Grow Act. 

• 25-year vision that provides a framework to better manage growth:
• Direct growth to existing, serviced settlement areas.
• Complete communities that provide more options for living, working, shopping 

and playing in close proximity to one another.
• Reduce pressures on natural systems and agricultural lands.
• Revitalize existing city centres and link them with high quality transit.
• Link the US border and the Greater Golden Horseshoe to get goods to market 

more effectively.
• Use infrastructure more efficiently.

• Municipalities are working towards OP conformity.
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The Niagara Escarpment Plan
Lead Ministry MNRF

• The Niagara Escarpment Plan works at a different level than the three 
previously described plans.

• Where the Greenbelt and Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plans are 
implemented through conformity of municipal official plan policies, the NE 
Plan is a stand alone plan implemented through a site specific Development 
Control system that issues development permits.

• A Development Permit is required before any other permit may be obtained, 
regardless of any overlapping policy framework in place (e.g., municipal 
building permit, endangered species permit, permit to take water, etc.).

• The Niagara Escarpment Plan development control system is implemented 
by the Niagara Escarpment Commission and Niagara Escarpment 
Commission staff via a delegation of authority from the Minister of Natural 
Resources and Forestry under the NEPDA.
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MNRF Roles and Responsibilities

MNRF – Policy Division
•The government (MNRF) is 
responsible for ensuring that the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan (NEP) 
remains consistent with the goals and 
vision of the broader provincial 
interest.
•Provide the Minister with policy 
analysis of the NEC’s 
recommendations along with a 
broader policy analysis to ensure that 
the NEP continues to operate within 
the broader public interest and aligns 
with the government’s goals and 
objectives.

The Niagara Escarpment Commission
•The NEC, as the implementers of the 
NEP, are in a unique role to identify 
operational issues with the plan (e.g., 
policy gaps, interpretation issues) and 
recommend changes for plan review
•The Niagara Escarpment Planning and 
Development Act sets out the review 
process as follows:

•The NEC provides 
recommendations to the Minister, 
who in turn provides those 
recommendations along with his/her 
recommendations to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council.
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Broad Plan Support
 Initial feedback from stakeholders and municipalities who have 

proactively provided input on the plans before the launch of the
coordinated review have had some key elements in their messaging, in 
particular:

 There has been broad support for the purpose and objectives of each 
of the plans, recognizing that each plan was intended for a different 
purpose and that these differences are important

 Support for a comprehensive land use planning system in southern
Ontario

 Recognition of the on-going pressures we will face over the coming 
years, including accelerated population growth and environmental
pressures including climate change 
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Coordinated Plan Review
Opportunities

The coordination of the review of the plans provides a great opportunity. 
Not only will the government be able to be more efficient in its consultation 
and engagement process, but reviewing the plans in a coordinated manner 
will enable us to look at how the plans work together and seek to improve 
the planning system as a whole. This includes;

Clarity and Transparency – ensuring the plans work together and are consistent with 
one another while enabling those impacted to understand the plan policies

Plan Hierarchy and Integration – ensure that planners and plan users understand 
how the plans complement each other and create a consistency between the plans where 
possible and practical

Enhance policies and consider emerging issues and provincial priorities –
the plan review enables us to consider all that has changed since the plans were last reviewed 
and incorporate new knowledge and direction into the revised plans
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Plan Review – Consultation

 Ministries will provide multiple opportunities for public, stakeholder and 
Aboriginal involvement and input into the coordinated review

 Opportunities will be provided throughout the review via a number of 
different means to ensure sufficient opportunities are provided to every 
person wishing to have a voice in the coordinated review

 It is anticipated that consultation opportunities will involve:
 Face to face opportunities

 Electronic submission opportunities

 Opportunities to write or phone in input
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