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• Target 11
By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and 
inland water, and 10 per cent of coastal and 
marine areas, especially areas of particular 
importance for biodiversity and ecosystem 
services, are conserved through effectively and 
equitably managed, ecologically representative 
and well connected systems of protected 
areas and other effective area-based 
conservation measures, and integrated into 
the wider landscapes and seascapes.



Key Action 22: Expand the 
protected areas system of 
ecologically representative and 
ecologically significant areas of 
Ontario

•Target: By 2020, at least 17 per 
cent of terrestrial and aquatic 
systems are conserved through 
well-connected networks of 
protected areas and other 
effective area-based conservation 
measures



No protected area is large 
enough to sustain all biodiversity



The dawn of connectivity science

Connectivity Conservation Edited by Kevin R. 
Crooks and M. Sanjayan



Ontario was a leader in 
landscape connectivity



Good examples, but Ontario has fallen behind in 
implementation compared to other jurisdictions



Many excellent decision 
support tools

Jeff Bowman & Chad Cordes. 2015. Landscape 
Connectivity in the Great Lakes Basin.



Towards a connected 
landscape
• What comes first protected areas or 

connectivity?



How do we design corridors for an 
incomplete protected areas system?
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Corridors & Climate Change

• Protect and restore 
north-south corridors

• Link riparian 
restoration and 
corridors

• Corridors and carbon 
sequestration



Towards a connected 
landscape
• What comes first protected areas or 

connectivity?
• Can we measure and report on connectivity?
• Can we leverage climate change for 

connectivity?
• Can ecologists better market connectivity?
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