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Pop Quiz: Spot the Pollinators! 
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Ontario’s Pollinators 
 

• Animal pollinators in Ontario include managed honey 
bees and some managed bumble bees, as well as 
hundreds of species of wild bees, butterflies, moths, 
wasps, and some flies and beetles. 

• Estimated that pollination services provide nearly $1 
Billion to Ontario agriculture annually.  

• Pollinators and pollination form an irreplaceable 
cornerstone of biodiversity and environmental health 
in the province. 
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Ontario Pollinator Health Strategy: Components 

• Bee Mortality Production 
Insurance Program 

• Regulation of Neonicotinoid-
treated Corn and Soybean 
Seed 

• Pollinator Health Action 
Plan 
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Four Stressors 
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Pollinator Health Strategy 
Three Aspirational Targets 
1. Reduce overwinter mortality rates for managed honey bees to 

15% by 2020 
2. 80% reduction in acreage planted with Neonicotinoid-treated 

corn and soybean seed by 2017 
3. Restore, enhance and protect one million acres of pollinator 

habitat in Ontario 
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Stressor: Reduced Habitat and Poor Nutrition 
• Pollinator habitat is being threatened by degradation, 

fragmentation and direct loss; primarily in Southern Ontario. 
 
• In other cases, specific plants that are beneficial to pollinators 

may disappear from the landscape, resulting in poorer nutrition 
for pollinators. 
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Habitat Target 
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Aspirational Target - Restore, enhance and protect one million acres 
of pollinator habitat in Ontario. 

• Restoration – creation of pollinator habitat on lands that currently 
have no or little value to pollinators. 

• Enhancement – Improving the quality of existing pollinator habitats 
through active management  (e.g., removal of invasive species that 
threaten habitats, planting of native wildflowers). 

• Protection – providing legal protection (e.g., parks and conservation 
reserves) or other effective means of conserving existing pollinator 
habitat over the long term (e.g., acquisition of privately owned 
conservation lands, identification of natural heritage systems). 



What is Pollinator Habitat? 
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Pollinator habitat in Ontario is any area that provides nectar and 
pollen resources, nesting/overwintering sites or larval host plants 
that support populations of pollinators. Pollinator habitat can 
occur in natural areas as well as in agricultural and built-up 
settings. 

Natural areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e.g., forest, wetland, 
prairie, dune, alvar 

Agricultural areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e.g., fallow field, 
roughland, hedgerow, 
some crops 

Built-up areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e.g., gardens, parks/ 
green space, 
rehabilitated pits and 
landfills, roadsides, 
power lines 
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What does 1 million acres look like? 

More than half the area of  
Algonquin Park (1.9 million acres). 

5.6 times larger than Lake Simcoe 
(0.18 million acres). 

 

 



 Actions to improve habitat and nutrition 

• Twenty-four actions that directly support pollinator habitat 
are listed in the Action Plan  

• Various provincial ministries (Agriculture, Natural 
Resources and Forestry, Infrastructure, Transportation, 
Environment and Climate Change) have the lead on 
specific actions 

• Other related actions are listed in the Plan, e.g. 
education/monitoring that complement habitat actions. 

• Collaborative efforts between government, stakeholders 
and private citizens will be essential to achieving the 
goals and aspirational targets of the Action Plan. 
 

Pollinator Health Strategy & Action Plan 11 



Collaborating to Address Habitat Loss 
• Ninety-eight per cent of the land in southern Ontario, where pollinator 

habitat loss and degradation have been greatest, is privately owned. 
Pollinator habitat restoration will be supported through government 
leadership and key partnerships. 

• Government partners include:  
– Hydro One, Ontario Power Generation 
– Niagara Parks Commission; Royal Botanical Gardens 

• Numerous organizations and individuals are taking their own actions to 
restore, enhance and protect pollinator habitat. 
– Ontario Horticultural Association; horticultural societies 
– Conservation Authorities 
– Conservation organizations and other environmental groups 
– Individual municipalities 
– Land trusts 
– Numerous homeowners and landowners. 

 
12 



13 

Grassland Stewardship Initiative: 
 A stewardship program to support the conservation 

and recovery of Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark 
 The initiative aims to enroll a total of 30,000 ha of high 

quality grasslands by 2036, with the aim of attaining 
75% of the target (22,500 ha) by 2026 

 Incentives will be linked to long-term management 
activities for the creation, enhancement, and 
maintenance of grassland habitat for Bobolink and 
Eastern Meadowlark 

 Will provide multiple environmental benefits, 
including: carbon sequestration, pollinator population 
health, pollinator habitat, grassland biodiversity, and 
soil health 

 Will be available to all interested landowners, 
conservation organizations, municipalities, counties, 
institutional and industry sectors for voluntary 
enrollment  
 
 

Opportunities- Partnering for Stewardship 
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Butterfly/Pollinator Habitat Hydro One project in Leamington: 
 
 Hydro One constructing a transmission line and station in the 

Municipality of Leamington (approximately 7.5km long and 
approximately 15m wide).  

 Municipality of Leamington and Chief Hillier agreed to restore 
the property with butterfly/pollinator habitat and put signage 
along the trail. This is scheduled to take place in 2018. 

 Will use native seed mix, in consultation with adjacent 
agricultural owners. 

 The Municipality of Leamington, Caldwell FN and the David 
Suzuki Foundation are interested in partnering in the project. 

 This may be the longest linear habitat project in the province. 
 

Opportunities- Partnering for Stewardship 
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Hwy 40 Prairie Passage, south of Lambton Line: 
 In 2004, 175 acres of MTO right of way was planted from St. 

Clair Twp (Whitebread Line) to La Salle Line in Sarnia. 
 There are well over 30 native species thriving and providing 

pollinator habitat along a highway corridor which was once 
mowed and sprayed several times a year, now zero 
maintenance and providing critical habitat for birds and 
pollinators.  

Opportunities- Partnering for Stewardship 

Before… After… 



Addressing Challenges: Funding Programs 

• Land Stewardship and Habitat Restoration Program 
(LSHRP) 
– Through the LSHRP, organizations can get up to $20,000 in 

matching funds for a project that maintains or restores 
habitats that benefit fish, animals and/or plants.  
 

• Species At Risk Stewardship Fund (SARSF) 
– The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry's SARSF 

was established in 2007 to support the protection and 
recovery of Species at Risk (SAR) and their habitats in 
Ontario by providing funds to individuals and organizations 
for stewardship activities that support the implementation of 
Ontario's Endangered Species Act. 
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The need for “A Collaborative Approach” 
• All of us benefit from the pollination services that we receive 

from pollinators through the food we eat and the agriculture that 
produces our food. 

• Our environment relies on pollinators to remain healthy, 
vigorous and diverse.  We benefit from having a fully 
functioning ecosystem. 

• It is in our best interest to work together to improve and 
maintain the health of pollinators everywhere.   
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Thank you! 
Questions? 



Resources 

• Pollinator Partnership Canada: Ecoregional Planting Guides 
and Technical Guides for Pollinator Habitat  

 pollinator.org/canada 
 

• University of Guelph Pollinator Health Literature Review 
https://rainelab.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/status-and-trends-
of-pollinator-health-in-ontario-march-8-2017-tagged.pdf  

 
• Canadian Bee Health Roundtable: Planting Guide: Planting 

Forage for Honey Bees in Canada – A Guide for farmers, land 
managers and gardeners.  

 Canadian Honey Council website: honeycouncil.ca 
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https://rainelab.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/status-and-trends-of-pollinator-health-in-ontario-march-8-2017-tagged.pdf
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The Ontario Pollinator Health Action Plan: 
Website: ontario.ca/pollinators 
Email: pollinatorhealth@ontario.ca 
 
 
Partners/Stakeholders listed in the Action Plan: 
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/pollinator/stakeholder_list.
htm  
If an organization contributing to the health of Ontario 
pollinators wants to be included in the list, they can contact us in 
order for their efforts to be acknowledged on our website by 
emailing. 

Additional Resources 

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/pollinator/stakeholder_list.htm
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/pollinator/stakeholder_list.htm
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/pollinator/stakeholder_list.htm
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