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Overview 

• Introduction to York Region and the Grow Your Legacy 
program 

• History and achievements 
• How the program works 
• Challenges 
• Strengths and successes 
• Grow Your Legacy video viewing 
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York Region 

• York Region covers an area of 177,600 Hectares  
• The Regional Municipality of York stretches north from the 

City of Toronto to Lake Simcoe and includes many hectares 
of protected Greenbelt. 

• The Regional Municipality of York consists of nine local 
cities and towns, and provides a variety of programs and 
services to 1.2 million residents, 51,000 businesses and 
600,000 employees. 
 





York Region’s Greening Strategy 
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• Adopted in 2001 as a response to a need for 
more environmental action 

• Demonstrates commitment to Official Plan 
policies through on-the-ground action 

• 4 Action Areas 
 Stewardship and education 
Enhancement and rehabilitation 
Environmental land protection and 

preservation 
 Leadership, innovation and knowledge 

 



Link to York Region planning documents 

• Strategic Plan 2015 – 2019 
– Sustainable environment objective 

4. Preserving green space 
 4.2. Implement Greening Strategy programs which 

increase forest cover and urban canopy 

• Regional Official Plan Objective 
– To identify, protect and enhance the Greenlands 

System and its functions to ensure a healthy system 
rich in native biodiversity. 
Policy 2.2.43 

 To increase woodland cover to a minimum of 25 
percent of the Region’s total land area by 2031. 

 



Woodland cover and tree planting 

• Woodland cover target 25% by 2031 
• Existing 23% to reach 25% requires a net gain of 200+ 

hectares of forest each year 
• York Region Forestry plants 25-50 hectares per year –  

leveraging our partnerships helps narrow the gap 
– As part of the Region's Greening Strategy, roughly 1.3 million trees an 

shrubs were planted between 2001 and 2015, in both urban and rural 
landscapes 

• Canopy cover emerging as effective metric for quantifying 
value and benefits of trees 
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Woodland Cover Increase 

• Woodland cover has increased 
from 22.8% (2012) 
to 23.2% (2015) 
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On track to achieve 2031 woodland cover target 
identified in Region’s Strategic Plan 



Vision 

• To promote a unified 
program to owners of private 
lands through media and 
other opportunities 

• To foster partnerships that 
increase efficiency and 
participation in the program 

• To share resources, technical 
knowledge, experience and 
training to increase 
naturalization initiatives 

 



Partners 



Program – how does it work 

• Private land owners in York 
Region can work with their 
Conservation Authority to get 
trees planted. 

• Open to properties that are at 
least 0.2ha in size 

• York Region will cover up to 
90% of the costs associated 
with the Green Infrastructure 
project. 



Partner responsibilities 

• Promotion of the program 
through events, media and on 
site signage 

• Deliver landowner outreach and 
full planting services 

• Provide survival assessment 
results for a portion of trees 
planted 



York Region’s responsibilities 

• Promotion of the program 
through events and media 

• Direct potential planting 
opportunities to planting 
partners 

• Assist partners with 
development of 
promotions and outreach 



Challenges 

• Engaging private land owners 
• Instilling the importance and 

value of stewardship and green 
infrastructure 

• Competing with other potential 
land uses for space resources 

• Finding available private lands 



Engaging private land owners 

• Cost 
• Future Benefits 
• Recreation 
• Appealing to emotion 

and Legacy 
• Creating long term 

investments 

 
 



Environics and property data 

• Properties that met Grow 
Your Legacy Requirements 
were assessed 

• Property owner 
demographics were 
determined using Environics 

• High priority properties were 
identified based on past 
success 

 



Importance of stewardship and green 
infrastructure 

People often don’t connect 
trees to ecosystem services 
because they can’t physically 
see them: 
• Air quality 
• Water quality and retention 
• Animal habitat 
• Energy conservation 



Competing land uses – available lands 

• Large amount of lands in York 
Region are held by numbered 
companies  

• Rural areas are also 
composed of active 
farmland. 

• York Region is a fast growing 
municipality. Heavy 
development 



Strengths and successes 

• Multiple partners with 
different areas of expertise 

• Broader reach with 
partners that know 
communities and 
landscapes  

• Joint promotional efforts 
increase visibility and 
reach  



Strengths and successes 

• 900,000+ trees planted 
• Facilitating cooperation 

between multiple groups. 
Sharing resources 

• Leveraging funding 



GYL Video 

Please enjoy this video, which is one aspect of our new 
advertising campaign, designed to reach out to our target 

audience. 



Questions? 
 
For additional information or inquiries: 
Kyle Heeley  
Stewardship Program Specialist 
Kyle.Heeley@york.ca  
 
 

mailto:Kyle.Heeley@york.ca

	The Evolution of the Grow Your Legacy Tree Planting Program
	Overview
	York Region
	Slide Number 4
	York Region’s Greening Strategy
	Link to York Region planning documents
	Woodland cover and tree planting
	Woodland Cover Increase
	Vision
	Partners
	Program – how does it work
	Partner responsibilities
	York Region’s responsibilities
	Challenges
	Engaging private land owners
	Environics and property data
	Importance of stewardship and green infrastructure
	Competing land uses – available lands
	Strengths and successes
	Strengths and successes
	GYL Video
	Questions?��For additional information or inquiries:�Kyle Heeley �Stewardship Program Specialist�Kyle.Heeley@york.ca ��

