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 Canada’s leader in wetland conservation 
 Science-based organization with 8 decades of experience  
 International, private, non-profit organization 
 Backed by more than 130,000 people across Canada                         

(including more than 22,000 in Ontario) 
 Almost 6,000 national volunteers                                                           

(including more than 1,200 Ontario volunteers) 
 Wetland conservation projects in partnership                                     

with almost 3,000 landowners 
 

WHO WE ARE 



Restore and protect  
wetland habitat for the benefit of 
waterfowl, wildlife and people 
 

Everything we do (including on-the-ground programs, 
influencing public policy, education, communications, GIS & 
land securement) supports these two core activities. 

OUR  
PRIORITY 
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• Goal to reduce P loadings through new wetland restoration program 
• $1.3 million in program funding via MNRF and Infrastructure Canada 
• Achievements: 
• Rebuild of 17 existing wetland projects – 220 ac restored 
• 75 new wetland projects – 167 ac created/restored, 1600 acres of other 

wetland habitat under conservation agreement 
• Invasive Phragmites control – Long Point, Rondeau Park 
• Collaboration with 8 First Nation communities on wetlands knowledge 

and information sharing workshop  
 

Lake Erie Watershed Wetland Initiative 



One-on-one meetings November-January 
 
Workshop held on February 28, 2018 at Chippewas of the Thames (Antler 
River Seniors Complex) 
 
Purpose: To share perspectives on wetland conservation among First 
Nations in the Lake Erie watershed through a knowledge and experiences 
sharing workshop and build a stronger relationship between DUC and First 
Nation communities. 

Lake Erie First Nations –  
Wetland Conservation Workshop 



Good attendance – 8 of 10 First Nation communities 
represented/participated in the workshop (15 indigenous persons) 
• Chippewas of the Thames (4) 
• Munsee-Delaware (1) 
• Oneida Nation of the Thames (1) 
• Six Nations of the Grand (1) 
• Moravian of the Thames (Munsee-Delaware Nation) (4) 
• Chippewas of Kettle and Stony Point (2) 
• Bkejwanong First Nation  (Walpole Island) (1) 
• Aamjiwnaang First Nation  (1) 



Insert Map 



Agenda 
 
• DUC presentations on Wetland Restoration Program and 

Invasive Phragmites 
 
• First Nation presentation provide by Paul General (Six 

Nations of the Grand) on Wetland Habitat on Six Nations 
territory 
 

• Break out session on First Nations interest in Wetlands 
• Wetland restoration opportunities 
• Wetland conservation opportunities (besides restoration) 

 
 



What we heard 
 
• Water quality is of the up-most importance to Indigenous 

communities; all water is connected, and efforts to monitor 
and protect water must be large-scale and ongoing. 

• Participants noted that significant decreases to water quality 
have been noticed in each of their communities, particularly 
regarding species diversity and richness (for fish and birds), 
the spread of invasive/exotic species, the presence of excess 
nutrients and pollutants, as well as reduced access to water. 

• Decreases to water quality are primarily blamed on growing 
industry, a higher frequency of spills to the environment, and 
the belief that western culture takes water quality for 
granted. 

 



What we heard 
 
• Traditional Territories were historically comprised of wetland 

habitats; much of the land within these territories have been 
drained due to development. It was noted that participants did not 
value certain wetland types over others; coastal wetlands, forest 
swamps, seasonal wetlands, and in-land wetlands all had equal 
importance to indigenous communities. 

• In addition to being sacred areas that protect ancestors, 
representatives of Indigenous communities present at the workshop 
noted that wetlands are home to many species that are considered 
culturally significant. A general list of cultural key stone species 
provided by workshop participants included cranes, fish, frogs, 
salamanders, turtles, ducks, geese, eagles, as well as medicinal 
plants. 



What we heard 
 
• Workshop participants also noted several other significant changes 

to local wetland habitats -  specifically, that there appears to be a 
negative relationship between water quality and the presence of 
successful spawning beds for fish, as well as a delay in fish spawning 
of walleye. 

• Workshop participants discussed a reduced abundance of 
invertebrate species such as mosquitoes, leeches and worms. 
Reductions to these populations was reasoned by workshop 
participants by increased salt usage on roads during winter months, 
as well as the early drying of vernal pools and seasonal wetlands. 



What we heard 
 
• Feedback from workshop participants stressed that existing 

wetlands should preferably be conserved. Mitigation strategies 
during development should employ restoration activities that take 
inventories of present existing species and would preferably be 
rescued and replanted during restoration. 

• Wetland restoration/enhancement opportunities were identified by 
each First Nation community 



Future opportunities 
• 3 potential restoration projects in the works 
• Nest box and outreach project with Chippewas of Thames 
• Future workshop collaborations with Six Nations of the Grand 
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