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My Research
Interests
Complex Social-Ecological
Systems
∞ Identify KEY STAKEHOLDERS and
potential new players to establish
more productive partnerships

The Trees for Life/Urban
Forestry Coalition (TFL)

Methodology

Results

“Mixed methods approach”

Triangulation

∞ TFL is an umbrella group beneath
the Green Infrastructure Ontario
Coalition (GIO)
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∞ Coordinates and supports activities
that protect and enhance urban
forests in the GTA

∞ Evaluate the state of current practice
and isolate any BARRIERS to
achieving progress

jamiesarner.com
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stockholmresilience.org

∞ Determine the SOCIAL
INNOVATION required for TFL to
succeed in reaching its goal of
increasing urban forest canopy cover
to 40% by 2050

∞ Increase the GTA urban forest
RESILIENCE to DISTURBANCE

TFL System Map
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Survey says…

∞ TFL is familiar with resilience

Conceptual &
Practical Implications
∞ Resilience theory provides a unique lens for
visualizing and evaluating complex systems

The TFL system can be
viewed as an organization
progressing through the
“back-loop” of the
Panarchy cycle

∞ Mixed responses to the relevance of
resilience to the coalition

∞ This research may help to direct what
projects TFL supports and/or implements
∞ TFL members are already social innovators
by mobilizing and engaging with each other

∞ Reluctance to try AEM
approaches

∞ This collaboration will shape projects to
address the themes related to achieving the
40% goal: ∞ Education
∞ Preservation
∞ Planting
∞ Governance

Specific Barriers
∞
∞
∞
∞

TFL

Low public interest
How can TFL increase its number of stakeholders?
WHO and/or WHAT is missing?
How can TFL unify their networks to mobilize resources
to accomplish the goal faster?
∞ What monitoring is necessary to evaluate success and
direct improvement over the life of the initiative?

∞ Barriers to TFL success
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