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Methods

Introduction
 Over 70% of wetlands in southern Ontario
have been lost to agriculture or development1
 Wetlands provide several benefits2
• Flood control
• Nutrient cycling
• Support for biodiversity
• Water purification
 Efforts are underway to restore degraded
wetlands, or create new ones
 Because much of the land in southern Ontario
is privately owned, these efforts require
participation of landowners2
 Ducks Unlimited & Ontario Environmental
Farm Plan (EFP) fund wetland projects (these
projects can cost ~ $15,000 to $25,000)
 Environmentally responsible behaviours are
associated with being connected to nature3
Research objective
 To understand landowners’ motivations for
restoring or creating wetlands on their property
Research questions
 Why do landowners engage in wetland
creation or restoration projects?
 Is a strong sense of connection to nature
associated with participation in wetland
projects?
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 Interviews
 Questionnaire
• Demographic data
4
• Inclusion of Nature in Self Scale
 Participants. 12 landowners who had engaged
in wetland restoration projects on their land
 Recruitment. Through partner organizations
Farms at Work and Ducks Unlimited

 Location
Counties of Durham, Kawartha
Lakes & Peterborough
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Results
(Preliminary)
Motivations for wetland projects
 Strong sense of connection with nature
 Availability of wet land, unsuitable for
production
 Availability of funding
 Uses for wetlands
• Ice skating
• Swimming
• Photography
Challenges
 High cost of Permit to Take Water
 Lots of paperwork
 Delays in project approvals
 Must pay in advance with later
reimbursement
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 Inclusion of Nature in
Self Scale
How connected are you to
nature? Please circle the
diagram that best represents
you.




Contributions of this research
 Academic. Limited research has been done on
motivations for involvement in wetland
projects
 Policy. Changes to the EFP may affect
involvement in these projects
 Community. Farms at Work intends to use
these findings to promote wetland projects
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(Preliminary)
Landowners were using their wetlands and
had a positive view of their projects
Funding enabled these projects to move
forward
Fear of government control over landowners’
property may prevent others from
participating
Future research. Could compare landowners
who participate in these projects with others
who do not
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