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Background

Methodology

The role of sustainable agricultural land management
practices in the Canadian and agri-food sector is a
complex, evolving, and high priority topic. Within the
Ontario context, long-term strategies for the protection
and conservation of soil health have already been
established.1 There is a growing discussion around
sustainable agriculture, best management practices,
programs and implementation strategies from both an
organizational/institutional perspective as well as a
producer perspective. Overall, there exists a research
gap in rural, sociological and agricultural research in
terms of the cultural and social side of agriculture.2,3
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The aim of this study is to explore the nuances
associated with farmers decision to adopt new
sustainable land management practices. There have
been multiple studies conducted examining farmer
motivations and barriers to adoption, however the
majority of these studies focus on adopters and potential
adopters. There are substantial differences between the
types of adopters.4 Therefore, this research will target
non-adopters specifically, for the the practices of cover
cropping, and reduced or no-till.

Cultural

Social

(Internal)

(Internal)

• Thematic analysis of interview transcripts will be used
in order to examine patterns within and between the
data.

Anticipated Findings
• Identify the cultural, social and economic barriers
grain farmer’s associate with the adoption of the
sustainable land management practices of cover
crops and reduced and/or no-till.
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• Farmers suggested solutions and resources they
would need in order to mitigate theses barriers.

Trends in Canadian Agriculture

• Ascertaining motivations is essential to developing
practical changes in practices.4

The percentage of farmers using
cover crop.

Research Objectives

2. To determine the support services and and potential
solutions grain farmers in Southern Ontario identify as
necessary to mitigate barriers to the adoption
process.

Analysis

Change of practice
and behaviours

Purpose

1. To identify the barriers Southern Ontario grain
farmers perceive as being associated with the
adoption of the sustainable land management
practices of cover crops and reduced and/or no-till.

• Key informant interviews with individuals associated
with sustainable agricultural programs in Ontario.
• In-depth interviews with adopter and non-adopter grain
farmers in Southern Ontario.
• Scheduled to begin in January 2020.
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