
The role of sustainable agricultural land management 
practices in the Canadian and agri-food sector is a 
complex, evolving, and high priority topic. Within the 
Ontario context, long-term strategies for the protection 
and conservation of soil health have already been 
established.1 There is a growing discussion around 
sustainable agriculture, best management practices, 
programs and implementation strategies from both an 
organizational/institutional perspective as well as a 
producer perspective. Overall, there exists a research 
gap in rural, sociological and agricultural research in 
terms of the cultural and social side of agriculture.2,3 

Background

• Identify the cultural, social and economic barriers 
grain farmer’s associate with the adoption of the 
sustainable land management practices of cover 
crops and reduced  and/or no-till. 

• Farmers suggested solutions and resources they 
would need in order to mitigate theses barriers.

• Ascertaining motivations is essential to developing 
practical changes in practices.4
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Anticipated Findings 

Methodology 

1. To identify the barriers Southern Ontario grain 
farmers perceive as being associated with the 
adoption of the sustainable land management 
practices of cover crops and reduced and/or no-till. 

2. To determine the support services and and potential 
solutions grain farmers in Southern Ontario identify as 
necessary to mitigate barriers to the adoption 
process.  

1. Soil Health Working Group. (2019). New Horizons: Ontario’s Agricultural Soil Health and Conservation Strategy. Retrieved from 
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/landuse/soil-strategy.pdf

2. Burton, RJF and Paragahawewa, H.H. (2011). Creating Culturally Sustainable Agri-Environmental Schemes. Journal of Rural Studies. 
27(1):95-104.

3. Nerlich, B and Döring, M. (2005). Poetic Justice? Rural policy clashes with rural poetry in the 2001 outbreak of foot and mouth 
disease in the UK. Journal of Rural Studies. 21:165-180.

4. Weber, M. (2017). Understanding Farmer Motivation and Attitudes Regarding the Adoption of Specific Soil Best Management 
Practices. A report prepared for Bruce Kelly, Farm & Food Care Ontario by Innotech Alberta Inc. Retrieved from 
https://www.farmfoodcareon.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/FCC-Adoption-Behavior-Summary-and-Recommendations.pdf

5. Pike, T. (2008) Understanding Behaviors in a Farming Context: Bringing theoretical and applied evidence together from across Defra 
and highlighting policy relevance and implications for future research. Defra Agricultural Change and Environment Observatory 
Discussion Paper. http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130222210253/http:/www.defra.gov.uk/statistics/fi les/defra-stats-
foodfarm-environ-obs-research-behavious-aceopaper-nov08.pdf

6. Chapter 5. (n.d). Statistics Canada. Retrieved from https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/95-640-x/2011001/p1/p1-05-eng.htm

Purpose 
The aim of this study is to  explore the nuances 
associated with farmers decision to adopt new 
sustainable land management practices. There have 
been multiple studies conducted examining farmer 
motivations and barriers to adoption, however the 
majority of these studies focus on adopters and potential 
adopters. There are substantial differences between the 
types of adopters.4 Therefore, this research will target 
non-adopters specifically, for the the practices of cover 
cropping, and reduced or no-till. 

Research Objectives 

Data Collection

• Key informant interviews with individuals associated 
with sustainable agricultural programs in Ontario. 

• In-depth interviews with adopter and non-adopter grain 
farmers in Southern Ontario.

• Scheduled to begin in January 2020.

Analysis

• Thematic analysis of interview transcripts will be used 
in order to examine patterns within and between the 
data. 
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