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What is this research about?
• Conservation professionals use data and technology to engage landowners, increase 

planning rigor, project accountability and transparency.

• The objective of the research was to understand, exactly how precise is precise enough 
for conservation data governance and decision-making?

Data Governance for Precision Conservation

What did the researcher do?
• Analyzed precision conservation documents 

and tools.

• Interviewed 33 working lands stakeholders 
(Certified Crop Advisors, OMAFRA, AAFC, 
OSCIA, etc).

• Surveyed 22 of the interviewees to examine 
how people think about conservation 
information systems.
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To Know More

“I have a hard time imagining 
going to this idea of super 

precision. We’re bombarded with 
data right now and I’m not sure 

more helps us make better 
decisions”

- AAFC Official

What you need to know

• Conservation on private lands should capture as much 
information as possible without sacrificing privacy, security and 
flexibility for landowners.

• Collecting, targeting, monitoring and reporting on data at the 
farm-level is trusted by landowners because it suits their 
current management systems.

How Precise is Precise Enough?

If you could tell farmers 
do this practice and I’ll 
give you money, that’s 
an easier solution than 
saying show me this 

map and all this proof 
then maybe we’ll give 

you something
- AAFC Official

We don’t look beyond the 
farm or field boundaries…I 
don’t think landscape data 
can be incorporated in a 

useful or meaningful enough 
way. We’d have to spend too 
much time modeling to make 

it useful.
- Certified Crop Advisor

We need to be better able 
to make the economic 

argument at a field scale 
and target those areas.

Maybe it’s just the 1-acre 
piece right up against the 

river that there’s an 
argument to restore

- Conservation Authority Staff

We don’t really have 
repositories of farm activity 

data. The government 
surveys have proven to not 
be very useful for [precision 

conservation]. They look 
more at stock taking and 

overall productivity.
- AAFC Official

The beauty of the [AAFC 
Crop Mapping Tool] was 
we could say “this is how 

much nitrogen and 
phosphorus is going to be 

applied in this 
watershed” - not just on 

this one field
-OMAFRA Official
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The Nature Conservancy of Canada, Nottawasaga Valley 
Conservation Authority and local partners work to retire a farm 

next to the Minesing Wetlands 


