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Background
Biodiversity is critical for community wellbeing but is rapidly being lost.1 This loss is linked to intensive agricultural production practices.2 Dairy farming, a prominent sector in Ontario’s 

agricultural industry, may encompass both unsustainable livestock and crop production practices (see Figure 1).3 In Ontario, biodiversity conservation in agricultural areas is dependent on the 
stewardship efforts of private landowners.4 Agri-environmental programs are a tool to support farmers in conserving biodiversity on their lands.5

What motivations or barriers do farmers have in conserving biodiversity through programs? How do these programs support farmers and differ from one another? 

Objectives
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Figure 1. Map depicting the number of dairy farm producers by upper-tier municipality (based on
OMAFRA 2019 data).
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Figure 2. Study area map including case municipalities and the jurisdictional boundaries for the respective
conservation authority. This research will analyze programs available to farmers in these boundaries.
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Preliminary Findings

• Educational opportunities and “economics of farming” 
are the most referenced barriers for farmers in 
conserving biodiversity on-farm

• Practices range from returning land to a natural state 
to making biodiversity a productive asset

• Disparities in program access and resources exist 
across southern Ontario (even within watersheds)

Key Takeaways

• Biodiversity and agriculture can benefit one another, 
but farmers may need supports (e.g., technical, 
financial, educational)

• Voluntary nature of programs means it is critical to 
make programs work for farmers

Anticipated Outcomes

• Understand which resources are available to farmers 
in undertaking conservation efforts according to their 
needs

• Identify the strengths, gaps, and opportunities to 
coordinate agri-environmental program delivery 
across southern Ontario 
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Exploring the state of agri-environmental programs will 
build consensus as to what biodiversity conservation 
looks like in our communities. Using Ontario as a case 
study, this research will: 

• Characterize Ontario dairy farmers’ agri-
environmental practices and motivations to support 
biodiversity conservation on their farms.

• Explore agri-environmental programs available to 
dairy farmers in four case municipalities and provide 
an inventory of programs (see Figures 1 and 2). 

Diversity, Dairy, and Delivery:
Exploring Agri-Environmental Programming for On-Farm Biodiversity Conservation in Ontario’s Dairy Sector

• Province-wide survey to dairy farmers
• Profile current farm practices, motivations, and 

barriers

• Characterize sample of programs (see Figure 2)
• Explore how biodiversity and program benefits 

are promoted

• Interview stakeholders in program delivery
• Recognize the institutional context of program 

delivery
• Verify findings from survey and document analysis 
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