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Climate Action and Awareness Fund 

• Federal funding program – applied in fall 2020 

• Invested up to $206 million over five years to support 
Canadian-made projects that help to reduce Canada’s 
greenhouse gas emissions 

• Designed to support projects that can create middle class 
jobs for Canadians who work in science and technology, 
academia, and at the grassroots community level 



“Building Capacity to Reduce Community Heat 
Vulnerability in Brampton, Ontario” 

• Applied for $466,131 

• In-kind contributions of $310,208 

• Total project cost of $776,339 

• Two years 

• 6 new staff 

 

 



Project Goals and Objectives 

Goal 1. Increase community knowledge about climate change 
and awareness of the risks of extreme heat. 

 Develop multi-channel communications campaign 

 Deliver curriculum-connected climate change literacy programming and 
teacher resource packages 

 Deliver climate change literacy programming for New Canadians and visible 
minorities through local LINC/ESL Adult Education Programs and other 
community organizations such as seniors and faith-based groups 



Project Goals and Objectives 

Goal 2. Build community capacity to reduce heat vulnerability 
by planting trees and increasing green natural infrastructure. 

 Provide residential homeowners with training focused on understanding, 
planting and caring for urban trees and residential tree planting 

 In partnership with the City of Brampton, provide community volunteers the 
opportunity to plant trees in public spaces 

 Provide institutions, multi-residential properties and places of worship with 
the tools and skills to implement sustainable landscaping projects on their 
properties 



Project Goals and Objectives 

Goal 3. Sequester carbon and contribute to Canada’s climate 
goal of net zero GHG emissions by 2050. 

 Sequester GHG emissions through planting 1,600 trees and indirectly reduce 
emissions through co-benefits such as increasing shade and decreasing 
energy use during extreme heat events 



Project Communications 
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Projects on Private Properties 



Projects on Institutional Properties 



Educational Programming 



Public and Youth Events 



Pre and Post Project Survey 

Randomized sample size of 400 
Third-party administered phone survey 
 
 9% increase in respondents who are “very concerned” about 

climate change 
 7% increase in respondents who are “very concerned” about 

extreme heat 
 11% increase in respondents who think that trees in gardens, yards 

and along streets are “very effective” at addressing extreme heat 
 20% increase in respondents who think that natural areas and 

greenspaces are “very effective” at addressing extreme heat 

 



Final KPIs 

 # of people reached through communication and outreach 
efforts: 17,483 (target was 16,000) 

 # of participants involved or engaged in project activities 
3,619 (target was 2,830) 

 # of activities/events: 146 (target was 90) 

 # of native trees & shrubs planted: 2,878 (target was 
1,600) 

 Tonnes of GHG emissions reduced annually: 28 (target was 
16) 

 



Key Learnings 

 Work as closely with the community as possible 

 Slow down the pace of work 

 Triple check translations 

 Making changes to be more inclusive in communications may 
attract negative attention 

 Caliper trees make a big difference 

 Implementing a large public engagement project during a 
pandemic is hard… 

 



Thank you to our project partners 
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