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Guide Posts

Center
Indigenous
sovereignty

Deepen personal
relationship with

Water



Why Water?



Water is Life Freshwater is
Scarce

Water is Universal
& Intersectional

Water is 
Under Threat







How Does This
Happen?



Working 'inside the bubble'

Present the facts

Use formal mechanisms for
engagement & consultation

Core belief 'we will win because the
truth is on our side'

Justice

the truth
will set
you free

....RIGHT?



It's Not Working 'inside the bubble'

the truth
will set
you free
....BUT NO GUARANTEE.

Present the facts

Use formal mechanisms for
engagement & consultation

Core belief 'we will win because the
truth is on our side'

justice

Power Politics People



Provincial law
enables land theft
and exploitation

Provincial policy and legislation,
such as the Planning Act, the
Places to Grow Act and the
Provincial Policy Statement are
the specific legal mechanisms
the province maintains that
allow municipalities to develop
lands and approve projects.  



Our journey to get
outside the bubble

Formed in response
to water threats

FORMED
Volunteers & staff
worked hard to
combat these threats
within the bubble

Over time, we
questioned if this was
the most effective way

We examined power
structures & developed
a new theory of
change based in
people power

Imbedded organizing,
campaigning, & solidarity
approaches into our work

WORKED

QUESTIONED

ANALYZED

IMBEDDED

INSIDE

OUTSIDE



Example Roadmap: Protecting water
through grassroots campaigning

PRESSURE

CRISIS

ORGANIZE

WIN!



01 First line of defence

Localized capacity

Intersectional spillover

02

04

05

Networks of support

Benefits of building grassroots
advocacy power through water

03 Recognition of power



Towards Braiding: Working in Solidarity



10,000
Foot
View
Johanna
Macy, 'The
Work that
Reconnects'



10,000 Foot View

Transformational
change happens
when we work
toward three
mutually
supportive
strategies...
ADAPTED FROM JOANNA
MACY







Arlene Slocombe, Water Watchers
info@wellingtonwaterwatchers.ca
@wellingtonwaterwatchers Stay 

Connected 💙

Courtney Skye, Protect the Tract 
info@protectthetract.com
@protectthetract




