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Vision and Mandate

Ontario’s Heritage agency with a legislated 

mandate to identify, protect, promote and 

conserve Ontario’s heritage:

• To be the centre for heritage expertise, 

information,  and knowledge

• To lead by demonstrating excellence in 

cultural and natural conservation

• To foster an understanding and 

appreciation of our past through our 

programming and events; and

• To give voice to diversity of Ontario’s 

people and places.



Cheltenham Badlands

• 36.6 hectares (~90 acres); within 

1 hour drive of Toronto

• Within Credit Valley watershed, 

Town of Caledon, Region of Peel

• Within the traditional territory of 

the Mississaugas of the Credit 

First Nation

• 1.3 km of Bruce Trail

• Property is an Area of Natural and 

Scientific Interest (ANSI)

Prior to 2015



Traffic issues prior to 2015



Erosion issues-prior to 2015



Partners

The Cheltenham Badlands Management 

Planning Team (CBMPT), established to discuss 

stewardship issues and work through the Master 

Plan, helped establish visitor infrastructure for 

site.

The guiding principles for the property include:
• Conservation of the property’s cultural and natural 

heritage values

• Safety for all individuals who visit the site

• Improved accessibility for those who wish to 

access the site

• Enhanced opportunities for interpretation and 

public education

Research partnerships with universities also 

helped guide decisions and interpretation.

https://www.google.ca/url?q=http://people.trentu.ca/joenocera/research.html&sa=U&ei=VwtEU_fBFsik2gXPj4CwAw&ved=0CC0Q9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNF0u09Pj1ML0CjlJUaI08v5xstdDg
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqrMjvitrYAhXsYd8KHZjFARAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.cvcfoundation.ca/inspired-by-nature-credit-valley-conservation-gets-new-look/&psig=AOvVaw2MzVZe1yBdBhqOf6uldPBe&ust=1516109691843743
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwir4bfPup7aAhXSZd8KHfphAeAQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://twitter.com/mncfn&psig=AOvVaw2NiXxUvFTN54KhrwTDFI36&ust=1522857019015060


What did/does the research tell us?

• Geological studies (Tato and UofT)  over 

the decades starting in 1974 identified:

• There is continued erosion of the rills and 

collection of material in the gully bottoms of 

the badlands.

• Erosion was taking place at a rapid rate  and 

increased as a result of human foot traffic.  

This is one of the reasons the Trust closed the 

site in 2015.



Visitor Infrastructure Overview

Boardwalk and viewing platform at 
main Badlands

Trail connection between main 
Badlands viewing area to Bruce Trail

Accessible parking space and on site 
parking

Protective fencing

Wayfinding, legal and interpretive 
signs







Visitor Infrastructure-Boardwalk



Trailhead



Visitor Infrastructure-Signs



Visitor Infrastructure-Signs



Visitor Infrastructure-Signs



Pay stations





Positive Impacts

• Infrastructure conserves sensitive shale feature and achieves 
our goals!!
– consistent with guiding principles we set out for property of 

conservation, safety, accessibility and interpretation

• Signage helps visitor awareness and experience

• Media attention:  
– Opening day: 56 media coverage pieces, 10.05M impressions

– Ongoing attention

• Visitor management: 72,000 visitors since last September 

• Strong partnerships with stewards



Thank you!

Thank 

you!OPEN

#begoodtotheBadlands

Kathy Hering, 

Manager

Ontario Heritage Trust


