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Overview

« Background

« Partner consultation

* Visitor infrastructure considerations
* Visitor infrastructure

* Benefits and results
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The Ontario Heritage Trust

Vision and Mandate

Architactors! Ontario’s Heritage agency with a legislated

mandate to identify, protect, promote and

conserve Ontario’s heritage:

Integrated ) Archacological « To be the centre for heritage expertise,
information, and knowledge

« To lead by demonstrating excellence in
cultural and natural conservation

» To foster an understanding and
appreciation of our past through our
programming and events; and

« To give voice to diversity of Ontario’s
people and places.
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Cheltenham Badlands

. 36.6 hectares (~90 acres); within  Prior to 2015

1 hour drive of Toronto

« Within Credit Valley watershed,

Town of Caledon, Region of Peel

« Within the traditional territory of
the Mississaugas of the Credit

First Nation

1.3 km of Bruce Trail

* Property is an Area of Natural and
Scientific Interest (ANSI)

ONTARIO HERITAGE TRUST

WE

FIDUCIE DU PATRIMOINE ONTARIEN



Traffic issues prior to 2015
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Erosion issues-prior to 2015
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Partners

The Cheltenham Badlands Management
Planning Team (CBMPT), established to discuss
stewardship issues and work through the Master Bruce Trail ‘
Plan, helped establish visitor infrastructure for CONSERVANCY .ontnes

1 NIE%carpment
site.

Credit Valley
( Conservation r Region
%' inspired by nature r of Peel
working with you
My
P .
L~ Ontario

The guiding principles for the property include:

« Conservation of the property’s cultural and natural
heritage values

« Safety for all individuals who visit the site

* Improved accessibility for those who wish to
access the site

« Enhanced opportunities for interpretation and

public education E W
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Research partnerships with universities also ONTARIO HERITAGE TRUST
helped guide decisions and interpretation. =R
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What did/does the research tell us?

e
Surface erosion (lowering) between 2009 and 2017
-TLS
Difference (m) Geological studies (Tato and UofT) over
B > than 0.50 . . . .
I 02510050 the decades starting in 1974 identified:
[ 0.10t00.25 ) ] ) )
] 005t00.10 Sre, * There is continued erosion of the rills and
B 001 ts.0.05 s collection of material in the gully bottoms of
[ ] -001t0001
B 0051t -0.01 the badlands.
I o.10t0-005

» Erosion was taking place at a rapid rate and
increased as a result of human foot traffic.
R This is one of the reasons the Trust closed the

& site in 2015.
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TLS Elevation (m)

Value
High : 346.223

- Low : 328.217
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Visitor Infrastructure Overview

Boardwalk and viewing platform at
main Badlands

Trail connection between main
Badlands viewing area to Bruce Trail

Protective fencing

Wayfinding, legal and interpretive
signs
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Visitor Infrastructure-Boardwalk
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railhead

Cheltenham Badlands

| Welcome Bienvenue
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Visitor Infrastructure-Signs

== ® Baaiand 2S5 pagaianas ae 2lte @

ormatio Formation

Communt i badiansh de Chellentam cot-eles 416 Crdder?

e e

&

1Vt 1 GO0 T MO e |

ONTARIO HERITAGE TRUST

W

FIDUCIE DU PATRIMOINE ONTARIEN



Visitor Infrastructure-Signs

Occupation Occupation
How Have People Affected the Cheltenham Badlands? s1é ' : i
i o e 0/ ik I o9 KtGi ot o 4t = S Qu‘el f:‘et‘e | I@Qud de la présence hu@clne s‘uv les badlands de Cheltenham?

Indigenous

communities. Ancestors of the Mississougas of the Credit amved around 1700 They set up small temporary
villages on the river fiats and prociised horticuliure, seasonally migrating and iving lightly on the land, Their
way of ife had respect for, and connection 1o, the fand over many generotions.

European explorers anived about 400 years ago. Eventually, setflens cleared the land to estoblish homesteods
ondIams.Asywmkmervoumrn‘gmseeﬂo‘uolmaupplcacmdormoslonafwmﬂmﬁmwcl

the original buldings. from around 1850 to 1950, crops such as winter wheol, oats, potatoes and peas were

@grown here, and cattie grazed on the property as well.
The relationship befween the human presence and the envikonment changed in new and profound woys.
The removal of frees and early farming proctices coused the shallow topsail fo erode away, rendering the

land unsuitabie for farming ond exposing the red shale 1o the elements.
Rain, snowmelt and freeze-thaw conditions caused rapidly accelerating erosion of the Queenston Shale,
resulfing in the unique ridge and gully landscape known today as the Cheltenham Badiands.

In 2002. the land was acquired by the Ontorio Heritage Trust 10 ensure conservation and interpretation of the
property. and fo secure o permanent route for the Bruce Trail.

Le saviez-vous?

Did You Know?
? * Soll enosion happens when soil is removed of o greater rate than it is formed.
* Soiks can fake centuries o milleninia fo re-form once an eroded surface becomes stoble.
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Visitor Infrastructure-Signs

Protection

Que pouvez-vous fake pour alder & protéger les badionds de Cheltenham?

Protection

What Can You Do fo Profect the Chellenham Bodiands for the Pulure?
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Veulllez rester sur les sentiers of promenades de bols pour que les genérations

tutures pulssent aussi profiter de ce site exceptionnell
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Pay stations

INSTRUCTIONS

STEP |
PARK VEHICIE

STEP2
PURCHASE TICKET

STEP3

DISPLAY TICKET
ON DASHBOARD
WA Tt s

(5 .

REFER TO RATE CARD

PAS 1D Can
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s
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ONTARIO HERITAGE TRUST Francais
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PROGRAMS OUR STORIES ABOUT US SUPPORT US

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT: STEWARDSHIP THE CHELTENHAM BADLANDS
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— Visitor information

The Ontario Heritage Trust — along with | Hours of operation

i i i Location: 1739 Olde B Li
its managing partners, the Credit Valley | Locfion: 1739 0 Ssse Line
Conservation and the Bruce Trail

Conservancy — are proud to announce

the reopening of the Cheltenham

Parking: $10 per vehicle
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Positive Impacts

=& 0 000 [
 |nfrastructure conserves sensitive shale feature and achieves
our goals!!

— consistent with guiding principles we set out for property of
conservation, safety, accessibility and interpretation

« Signage helps visitor awareness and experience

* Media attention:
— Opening day: 56 media coverage pieces, 10.05M impressions
— Ongoing attention

 Visitor management: 72,000 visitors since last September

« Strong partnerships with stewards

Credit Vull_ey Bruce Trail ONTAKIO ?iF.RITAGF, TRUST
Conservation e ﬂEgmﬁ'
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W Home !} Moments

#Begoodtothebadlands

#Begoodtothebadlands

Cheltenham
Badlands

Les badlands
de Cheltenham

Kathy Hering,
Manager
Ontario Heritage Trust
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