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To c o l l ab or at i v el y  d ev el op  ou r  
u n d er st an d in g  o f  t h e c u r r en t  st at u s 
o f  Fi r st  Nat ion s f i sh er ies 
m an ag em en t  p r in c ip l es an d  
p r ac t i c es w i t h in  t h e Gr eat  Lak es 
Basin .  
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D r . P h il  L o r in g  

• 20 years experience with 
Indigenous communities  

• Focus on water security & 
governance 

• S pecialization: Food 
security and sovereignty, 
community sustainability, 
and environmental change 

• Interested in the diverse 
knowledge systems and 
paradigms, and approaches 
that support environmental 
decision- making.  

G ra dua te  S tude nt 

•B L A , M S c  C a ndida te  

C h ir a g  P a tn e y  

• Interested in 
E nvironmental Impact 
Assessments, Indigenous 
Consultation, and Public  
Policy 



2 
Lack of  resources and 

publ ished materials 

regard ing Great  Lakes 

First  Nat ions f isheries 

and f ish consumpt ion 

3 
Emergence of  First  

Nat ion leaders in 

f isheries governance 

and management 

pract ices in the Great  

Lakes. 

1 
Ongoing issues w ith 

w ater qual ity, f ish 

abundance, heal th and 

consumpt ion safety in 

the Great  Lakes 

Background 



St u d y  c on t ex t  
• Fisheries managed by the DFO and OMNRF 

in Ontario 

• Constitutionally protected Aboriginal and 
treaty rights 

• Rich legislative and policy body, 
provincially and federally 

• Many significant court decisions regarding 
fisheries and governance 

⚬Sparrow (1990), Gladstone (1996), 
Delgamuukw (1997), Marshall (1999), Haida 
(2004) and Ahousaht (2009) 



M ethods  & S c ope 
Identifying 
communities 

• 35 First Nations 
communities were 
identified as 
directly adjacent 
to the Great Lakes 
and/or with active 
fisheries within the 
Great Lakes. 

Exploratory 
qualitative Study 

Phase 1: Great L akes 
Basin scale  
 
 
 
 
Phase 2: C ommunity-
based (Shawanaga First 
Nation) – ongoing 

Interviews & 
Webinars 

• 20 individuals from 
15 First Nations 
interviewed.  

• Reported back 
preliminary findings 
and verified 
accuracy using 
webinars 

• ‘L eader’ 
identification 

Interviews and 
participatory 
video 

• 20 interviews 
completed in 
Shawanaga First 
Nation 

• Participatory video 
project (ongoing) 



Legend 
Interviewed 

Not Interviewed 

Great Lakes Basin 



W h a t d id  w e  a s k ?  • Can you talk to me about fishing and fisheries in 
your community? 

• How does your Community manage their 
fisheries? 

• How would you characterize your Community’s 
relationship with the Provincial OMNRF and/or 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO)? 

• Can you tell me about the relationship between 
fisheries and the rights of your nation? 

• Are there any links between fisheries 
management and case law in your Community? 



"F is h in g  is  a  w a y  of  
l ife .  I t  ex is te d  
b e fore  th e  g roc e ry  
s tore  d ow n  th e  
s tre e t w a s  th e re  to 
fe e d  u s  a n d  it 'l l  
ex is t lon g  a fte r  it 's  
g on e " 

W hy  is  fis hing  im portant for 
our res earc h partic ipants ?  

• Provides sustenance 
• Brings community together 
• Source of economic gain 
• Part of ceremony 
• Avenue to exercise rights 



W hat is  the c urrent s tatus  of   
f is heries  w ithin our s tudy ?  

• Traditional and commercial fishing practice 
• Many practice rights-based fishing 
⚬Rejection of Aboriginal Communal Fishing License 

• Commercial fishing is often small scale or on its way 
out 
⚬Low catch allowance allocations 

• Some First Nation fishers are limited due to 
equipment 
⚬Evident more so when equipment is tampered with 

because some don't agree with the fishing technique 
• Decline in fish population noticed inland and in the 

Great Lakes 





W h a t g o a ls  a n d  v is io n s  
d id  p a r t ic ip a n ts  h a v e  
r e g a r d in g  th e ir  
f is h e r ie s ?  

• Next 7 generations of people have 
fish to eat 
⚬Need for an active, healthy fishery 

• Local community building 
⚬Passing on knowledge from 

generation to generation 
⚬ Involving youth in activities and 

decisions 
• Having their laws recognized by the 

federal and provincial governments 
• Assertion of rights over the lands and 

water within their traditional territory 

"Our teachings say we 
have to look after the next  
7 generat ions so that  way, 
you know, the youth now 
they’ l l have something." 



C halleng es  
and B arriers  

Lack of Support for Monitoring and 
As s es s ments  

• A/OFRC  received a 70% budget cut in May 
2019 

L ac k  of P ers onnel 

• Often a couple people doing the work of many 

L ac k  of rec ognition of Indigenous  L aws  
as  formalized proc es s es  

• Results in lengthy processes for customary 
laws to be recognized through formal 
agreements 



THANK YOU  
MEEGWETCH  
NIA:WEN 

Ques tions ?  

Email: cpatney@uoguelph.ca 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14

