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Watersheds Canada has been working with a diversity of 
landowners, communities and organizations since 2002 to 
keep our freshwater healthy, beautiful and available for 
generations to come.   
 

We love what we do, 
and we give it 100% each  
and every day.  

 

  Who are we? 

2 



We work with landowners, 
communities, and organizations to 
protect lakes and rivers through 
developing effective, transferable, 
long-term solutions. 
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Our Mission 



• Love Your Lake 
– Shoreline property assessments,  

• Fish Habitat Enhancement  
– Walleye Spawning Beds, Brook Trout Creeks, Brush 

Bundles 

• Natural Edge Program 

Our Programs 



The Natural Edge Program 
Designed to help landowners create a natural shoreline by 
planting a selection of native trees, shrubs, and wildflowers 

suitable for their property 
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• Free Site Visit 
• Custom Planting Plan 
• Ordering of Plants and Materials  
• Planting and/or support 
 
All at a reduced rate 
 25% landowner contribution or $250 starter kit 

Landowners Receive  



• Site visits  
– Maps were hand drawn, measurements and photos were 

taken 
 

• Planting Plans 
– Made using a word template,  
• photos and shapes inserted, tables created for each plan  

The start of the program 









• Each plan would take either a half to a full day to 
make, 4 to 7 hrs, depending on the size of the 
property. 

• Landowner would review and changes would be 
made before the plan was approved and 
agreement was signed. 
 

Slow turnaround 



Increase efficiency + reach more landowners + 
work with more partners =  

The Natural Edge App 

How can we improve the program? 



• A mobile application for on-site design 
• An online Admin system  

– Partner Account 
– Generates Planting Plan 
– Native Plant Database 

The Natural Edge App 



Native Plant Database 

 



The App and Admin System 

 



Our Sites 

Private Property 

Public Lands 

Agricultural Sites 



• Pre and Post – Planting Surveys 
– Change in attitude 
– Need for program 
 

• Built into the  
    app 

 
 

Impact 



 
• 288 properties naturalized covering over 115,000m²  
 
• Over 53,000  
native trees, 
shrubs and  
wildflowers  
planted!  

 

In Ontario, since 2013 



For $1,200 per year, partners receive: 
 
- The Natural Edge App 
- Training and Support 
- Program brochures 
- Native Plant Care Guide  
- Habitat Creation Manual 
- Wildflower Garden Guide 

 

Natural Edge Program available to Partners 



Thank-you 
The Natural Edge Shoreline Naturalization Program 

2019 

Contact info: 
Watersheds Canada 

Chloe Lajoie – Natural Edge Program 
Manager 

lajoie@watersheds.ca 
613-264-1244 

 

Funded by the Daniel and Susan Gottlieb Foundation 
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