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The Nature Opportunity

Nature-Based Solutions as key climate strategy – 30% of climate targets

Centering Indigenous Leadership and Reconciliation

Agriculture and forestry supply chain sustainability

Disaster risk mitigation strategy - cost savings to communities (billions)

Canada as a global leader – or should be 



Funding Gap – Globally and in Canada



Funding Gap – Globally and in Canada
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Trillion
212 Trillion



Ecosystem 
service values 
are widely 
dispersed, often 
public, and lack 
robust markets. 
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Nature Investment 
is Different• Non-traditional value streams

• Ecological impact data

• Ecosystems are not closed 
systems

• Need for collaboration

• Transaction Costs
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Nature Investment 
is Different



Investment Spectrum

Source: F.B. Heron Foundation and Jessica Shortall 

(2009)



Nature-oriented Financial Instruments
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Source: 

www.natureinvestmenthub.ca

http://www.natureinvestmenthub.ca


Conservation Impact Bond - Deshkan Ziibi

Source: 
https://caroliniancanada.ca/cib
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California Climate Resilience Bond



New Actors 
Paying 
Attention



What makes Canada Unique?
Public/Crown Land 

Fed/Prov/Terr/Indigenous governance

Regulatory Constraints - e.g. Wetland banking

Vast Intact Landscapes - carbon-rich, limited additionality

Limited Ecosystem Service (non-carbon) offset/credit markets

Lack of intermediaries



Common Needs To Advance
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www.natureinvestmenthub.c
a

http://www.natureinvestmenthub.ca


Our approach
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Fostering Awareness 
and Learning

Mobilizing information 
and knowledge

Developing tools and 
guidance

Influencing policy

Building the Will and 
Capacity to Act

Providing a venue for 
dialogue and action

Promoting new creative 
partnerships

Supporting Action and 
Investment

Amplifying voices and 
profiling efforts 

underway

Setting a new 
conservation finance 

agenda in Canada



How can 
the Hub 
Help You?

Signaling policy needs from a broad set of actors

Convening on Collective Action Opportunities 

Lead or Participate in a Working Group, Webinar

Investor Engagement

Curating Resources - projects, consultants, data

Accelerate Action – Tell us what you need!



Funding support from:

Thank you!

Paige Olmsted, PhD
Contact: paige@smartprosperity.ca
www.natureinvestmenthub.ca
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