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1. Historical Context of Woodland Cover

2. Markham’s 1992 Reforestation Goals 

3. Our Reforestation Strategy

4. Future Opportunities and Challenges
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MARKHAM CONTEXT1850: 30 - 40% Woodland Cover



MARKHAM CONTEXT1950: 4% Woodland Cover



MARKHAM CONTEXT

5% Woodland Cover

(3.2% upland)



1990s – PLAN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

1992 Natural Features Study 

First city-wide natural heritage inventory and 

comprehensive ‘Plan for the Environment’

Goals and Objectives

1. Stop further losses of significant natural features and 

minimize other losses

2. Improve the remaining ecological resources

3. Create and improve linkages between natural areas

4. Create and restore larger contiguous areas of natural 

communities

5. Establish targets for natural heritage cover



AAAA

1990s IN MARKHAM



1992 REFORESTATION TARGETS

Parameter Existing (1992)

Natural Cover (%) 13.6 %

Upland Woodlot (%) 3.2 % 

Number of Core Areas over 
100 hectares

0

Number of Native Plants 387

Number of Birds 77

Natural Heritage Inventory



1992 REFORESTATION TARGETS

Parameter Existing (1992) Long Term 
Goal

Natural Cover (%) 13.6 % 21.0 %

Upland Woodlot (%) 3.2 % 11.0 %

Number of Core Areas 
over 100 hectares

0 7

Number of Native Plants 387 500

Number of Birds 77 100

Natural Heritage Targets



1992 REFORESTATION TARGETS

Parameter Existing 
(1992)

Long Term 
Goal

Today (2024)

Natural Cover (%) 13.6 % 21.0 % 15.9%

Upland Woodlot (%) 3.2 % 11.0 % 6.6%

Number of Core Areas 
over 100 hectares

0 7 3 (Milne, 
BHMP, LRC 
16th to 407)

Number of Native 
Plants

387 500 326

Number of Birds 77 100 75

Natural Heritage Targets



1992 Reforestation Goals
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MARKHAM’S REFORESTATION PROGRAM

1. Supporting local tree 

planting organizations

2. Tree planting by contractors

3. City-led community planting 

projects

4. Overall coordination and 

maintenance



MARKHAM REFORESTATION PROGRAM

Supporting local tree planting 

organizations



MARKHAM REFORESTATION PROGRAM

Supporting local tree planting organizations

Partner responsibilities 

• Fundraising

• Volunteer recruitment

• Running the event

• Site preparation (some)

• Watering (some)

Total stems to date: 500,000

Future planting projection: 20,000 - 25,000 per year

City responsibilities 

• Identifying planting sites

• Mowing (some)

• Delivering mulch

• Providing partial funding

• Watering



MARKHAM REFORESTATION PROGRAM

Tree planting projects by contractors



MARKHAM REFORESTATION PROGRAM

Tree planting projects by contractors

City responsibilities 

• Identifying planting sites

• Preparing planting plans

• Procurement

Total stems to date: 50,000

Future planting projection: 10,000 per year



MARKHAM REFORESTATION PROGRAM

City-led community planting projects



MARKHAM REFORESTATION PROGRAM

City-led community planting projects

Total stems to date: 50,000

Future planting projection: 3,000 – 5,000 per year

City responsibilities 

• Identifying planting sites

• Site preparation

• Delivering mulch

• Volunteer recruitment (focus on corporate groups)

• Running the event



MARKHAM REFORESTATION PROGRAM

Overall Coordination, Monitoring and Maintenance

Ongoing actions: 

• Watering throughout summer

• Mulching and weeding events 

• Removing fencing and tree guards

Longer term planning:

• Identifying planting sites and assigning lead planting partner



ROBINSON CREEK
2014 (TRCA) 
Watercourse 
Restoration, 880 m

2019, 2022, 2023 
(10,000 Trees) 
Reforestation, 
12,500 stems

2023 - 2025 (FRW) 
Reforestation, 
6,500 stems

2022 & 2024 (TRCA) 
Reforestation, 
12,000 stems

2024 - 2025 (LEAF) 
Reforestation, 
1,000 stems

2024 (TRCA) 
Wetland Construction
0.4 ha



MILNE DAM PARK

1994-1995 (FRW) 
Reforestation
1600 stems

1990s (City) Reforestation 
with Scouts, Rotary & Milne 
Park Community Association
250 per year 

2014 - 2016 (10K Trees) 
Reforestation
17,000 stems

2025 (TRCA) 
Wetland Construction
1.5 ha

2026 - 2027(10K Trees) 
Reforestation
10,000 stems

2025 – 2026 (FRW w/ 2BT 
funding) Reforestation
12,000 stems

2014, 2015, 2020, 2021 
(FRW) Reforestation
5,500 stems

2008, 2012, 2016 
(City) 
Reforestation
2,500 stems

2024 - 2025 (City) 
Reforestation with 
Trees Canada
7,000 stems

2023 (City)
First Mini-forest

2010s (TRCA) 
Wetland Construction
0.5 ha



MARKHAM REFORESTATION STRATEGY

Invasive Species

Buckthorn

• Present in 55% of surveyed 

natural areas

• >50% buckthorn cover in 7% 

of natural areas

• Very limited management 

occurring



Questions?

Patrick Wong

Senior Planner, Natural Heritage

City of Markham

patrickwong@markham.ca 

mailto:patrickwong@markham.ca
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