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ðAchieve 40% high -quality natural vegetative 

cover in the watershed .

ðMonitoring natural cover

ðMonitoring for climate change and invasive 

species

Lake Simcoe Natural Cover 

Monitoring 
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Permanently marked plots on both public and private lands . 

Development of monitoring indicators  

Permanent plots established and sampled from May 30 to August 28, 2017 
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The baseline condition was 
established
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Indicators of natural cover quality 
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ÅAbove -ground biomass

ÅFloristic quality

ÅWeedless index

ÅDead above -ground 
biomass

ÅForest regeneration

ÅVertical forest structure 
index

http://forests-settled-urban-landscapes.org/


http://forests-settled-urban-landscapes.org/

http://forests-settled-urban-landscapes.org/ 6

±

Vegetation Sampling Protocol (VSP) 
Woodland Mapping:

Persistence and Shade Classes Combined 2018

Created by: Faculty of Forestry,
University of Toronto
Date created: March 13, 2018
Projection: UTM Zone 17N, NAD83

Sources: OMNRF

0 10 205

Km

Mixed

To
le
ra

nt

Coniferous

Deciduous

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

In
to

le
ra

nt

1:500,000

Plantation

Lake Simcoe Watershed

Early successional forest

Water bodies

Forest quality should be evaluated based on forest type 

and successional stage.

Forest succession across the Lake Simcoe watershed 

was modelled and mapped using 2017 data.
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Swamp

Bog

Plantation

Indicator:

Above Ground Biomass

Woodland
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Forest Live Biomass 
 

 

Lake Simcoe lowlands

UofT - KSR

Aboveground biomass (AGB), a critical 

indicator of forest quality in the Lake 

Simcoe watershed, is a reflection of  net 

primary product ivity  and the forestõs 

resultant ability to sequester and store 

carbon. 
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Forest Live Biomass

 

Most forests have medium -range (33.3-

66.6) relative biomass; They have the 

potential to accumulate more biomass .

Orange  indicates  high relative biomass 

(66.6-100) approaching the maximum of 

217.3 t/ ha. 
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Indicator:

Floristic Quality
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